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Welcome to Open Learning

A flexible way of studying part-time in Dublin.

Open Learning means you can fit college around your life. Whether you’re 

looking to progress your career, or you’ve just finished school and wondering 

if college is for you, Open Learning fits around your schedule and gives you all 

the benefits of being a full-time student, without the full-time commitment.

It might be something to consider if you:

Need a more flexible study schedule

Don’t yet qualify for entry to an undergraduate degree

Want to get a feel for academic life before starting a full degree

Are interested in one or more of the module topics available and want to 

learn more from experts in that field

Open Learning is now available in four institutions in Dublin. In this programme 

you can discover your part-time options in Dun Laoghaire Institute of Art 

Design + Technology, Marino Institute of Education, National College of Art and 

Design and University College Dublin.

With over 350 modules/courses to choose from as an Open Learner, there is 

something to suit everyone’s interest. All of the modules are at undergraduate 

level, so it’s a chance to join classes with full-time degree students while 

learning at your own pace.
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There are no entry requirements for Open Learners - anyone is welcome to 

apply to a module. You can take as few or as many modules as you want, with 

most modules available for either audit or credit. Audited modules are purely 

for interest or to get a taste of university classes and do not involve any form 

of assessment, so there’s no need to worry about exams. Credited modules 

involve completing any of the assessments required for those modules, such as 

essays, presentations or end of semester exams. As an Open Learner, you are 

a fully registered student, will have an official student card, and have access to 

all of the facilities and supports available to all other students.

There is further information available on the various modules and on how to 

book, on each of the institutions websites. 

Dr Bairbre Fleming
Deputy Director

UCD Access and Lifelong Learning

Chair of PATH Open Learning group
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A flexible 
way of 
studying 
part-time 
in Dublin
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Who is Open Learning for? 

Open Learning is open to everyone, especially if you:

Have free time

Want an intergenerational university experience

Want to study at your own pace - due to life commitments

Want to explore what higher education is like before pursuing a full 

degree

Want to experience third level learning and life

Want to taste various subjects before committing to full-time study

Have previously withdrawn /deferred, but want to stay in a learning 

environment

Are looking for Continuing Professional Development (CPD) opportunities

Want to develop existing knowledge

Want to be part of a third level student community
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Programme 
for Access 
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Programme for Access  
to Higher Education 
(PATH) Initiative

The PATH initiative is funded by the Department 

of Education and Skills. Leinster Pillar 1 is a group 

of five Higher Education Institutions (IADT, Marino 

Institute of Education, NCAD, TCD and UCD). The 

Open Learning project is led by UCD and aims to offer existing academic 

modules to students on a part-time individualised basis. PATH is funding 

Open Learning scholarships for students drawing from underrepresented 

target groups. Availability of part-time learning will be aimed at students 

who wish to sample individual modules or to accumulate credits towards a 

recognised award. A selection of existing modules across IADT, NCAD, MIE 

and UCD will initially be offered. Students who choose to study in UCD will 

have the opportunity to progress onto a number of degree programmes, if 

they meet the requirements of that programme. 
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PATH Open 
Learning 
Scholarship 
2020-21
As part of the Programme for Access to Higher Education (PATH initiative), 

there are a number of scholarships available to cover the cost of Open 

Learning module fees. These scholarships are funded by the Department of 

Education and Skills PATH fund and are offered in collaboration with NCAD, 

IADT, TCD and MIE. Students can apply to take individual or multiple modules 

in any of the participating institutions (NCAD, IADT, MIE or UCD).

This scholarship is aimed at students who wish to accumulate credits towards 

a recognised award. This may be of interest to students who are restricted by 

family responsibilities or health constraints and may therefore be excluded 

from full-time HE.
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Applicants from low-income households are invited, and priority will be 
given to:
• Students with a disability

• First time mature students

• Members of the travelling community

• Further education award holders

• Lone parents who are in receipt of a means-tested social welfare payment

• Ethnic minorities

• Refugees, those with leave to remain, and asylum seekers

Applicants will be assessed based on:
• Low household income (less than €45,790 a year)

• Challenges faced in accessing higher education

• Achievements in community, charity, sport and other interests

• Rationale for seeking a scholarship

• Motivation to study at higher education

• Career plans

• Financial Need

Terms and conditions apply

To apply:
Please contact the institution you are interested in attending for more 

information on how to apply.

Applications Open – Tuesday 1st September 2020

Applications Close – Wednesday 16th September 2020
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Open Learning at Dún 
Laoghaire Institute 
of Art, Design and 
Technology (IADT)
We believe in the future at IADT. As you will see from the exciting range of 

courses on offer, we have earned our unique reputation as Ireland’s leading 

creative, cultural and technological higher education provider. 

Our ambition, as always, is to produce excellent graduates who are highly 

valued, who live and work as true global citizens, actively contributing to the 

development of their industries and wider society, and who remain connected 

to IADT. We are proud that our courses offer excellent teaching and learning 

opportunities to all students. 

We believe in the power of connecting, collaborating and creativity. With a 

reputation for being innovative, technologically savvy and resourceful, our 

graduates are fully prepared for a life in the creative, cultural and technological 

industries. 

From Art, Visual Communication Design, Applied Psychology, and Creative 

Computing, to Arts Management, New Media Studies and Entrepreneurship, 

across all our courses our students learn from talented, committed staff who 

are strong on research and industry practice, and benefit from the support of 

industry and cultural partners such as IBM, Intel and IMMA. IADT is also home 

to the National Film School, Ireland’s centre of excellence for education and 

training in film, design for stage and screen, animation, and broadcasting. 

Make your next move in education with IADT – and discover what your 

future holds. 

IA
D

T
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Term dates

IADT Academic Dates 2020/21

Term 1 – 14 September, 2020 – 11 December 2020

Term 2 – 4 January, 2021 – 30 April 2021

 

August 28th: Deadline for Term 1 registrations

December 11th: Deadline for Term 2 registrations

 

Fees

€375 for Audit

€500 for Credit

 

More information

 

For further information about the Open Learning programme at IADT please visit 

www.iadt.ie/study/open-learning or contact admissions@iadt.ie

COVID-19: Please note, course details are correct at time of printing but 

may be subject to review in accordance with any changes to public 

health advice.

http://www.iadt.ie/study/open-learning
mailto:admissions@iadt.ie
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Faculty of 
Film, Art 
& Creative 
Technologies
Faculty: Faculty of Film, Art and Creative Technologies

Department: Technology and Psychology

IADT Contact details: 
E. admissions@iadt.ie 

T. +353 (0)1 239 4612

Term 1 – 14 September, 2020 – 11 December 2020

Term 2 – 4 January, 2021 – 30 April 2021

 

August 28th: Deadline for Term 1 registrations

December 11th: Deadline for Term 2 registrations

 

Fees
€375 for Audit

€500 for Credit

mailto:admissions@iadt.ie
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The Faculty of Film, Art & Creative 
Technologies

The Faculty of Film, Art and Creative Technologies at IADT offers a rich 

portfolio of inter-related programmes in a vibrant atmosphere of research, 

creativity, technology and production.

Our programmes push discipline boundaries through creative collaboration 

and interaction. Our strong links with the commercial, academic and cultural 

sectors are an essential part of every programme, providing students with 

experiences in a personal, national and global context. Our programmes in 

Film; Animation; Media; Design and Visual Arts; Psychology; and Computing 

provide students with the opportunity to develop academically and to explore 

their professional practice. All of our programmes enjoy a high profile and a 

reputation for quality and relevance in a fast-moving professional environment.

The Faculty benefits from being the home of The National Film School 
(NFS). The Faculty comprises three Departments – Department of Film and 
Media; Department of Design & Visual Arts; and Department Technology 
and Psychology. 

IA
D

T
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Department 
of Design  
& Visual Art

Faculty:  Faculty of Film, Art and Creative Technologies

Department: Department of Design & Visual Arts

IADT Contact details: 
E. admissions@iadt.ie 

T. +353 (0)1 239 4612

The Department of Design & Visual Arts

The Department of Design & Visual Arts aims to promote high levels of 

creative exploration and invention; familiarising students with complex, 

professionally contextualised projects requiring combinations of imaginative 

and critical thinking. Through intensive studio/workshop-based projects 

and critical studies all students are encouraged to see their emergent and 

maturing practice as one which can make a genuine contribution to cultural 

and social experience.

 

mailto:admissions@iadt.ie
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Open Learning Modules 
2020-21
History and Theory of Stage and Screen
Module code: DESS-H1014  Credits: 10 ECTS | Available for Audit 
Duration: 1 term

Technical Skills — Make-up

Module code: DESS-H2013  Credits: 10 ECTS | Available for Audit 
Duration: 1 term

Critical and Cultural Studies

Module code: MODM-H1015  Credits: 5 ECTS | Available for Audit  
Duration: 1 term

Art History and Visual Culture

Module code: VART-H1009  Credits: 5 ECTS | Available for Audit 
Duration: 1 term

*Requires a minimum of 12 students to run

Design and Visual Culture

Module code: MVCOM-H1011  Credits: 10 ECTS | Available for Audit 
Duration: 1 term

More Information 
For more details and for information about terms please visit  

https://www.iadt.ie/study/open-learning
FFACT/Institute Contact: admissions@iadt.ie

IADT Academic Dates 2020/21
Term 1: 14 September, 2020 – 11 December, 2020

Term 2: 4 January 2021 – 30 April, 2021 

IA
D

T

https://www.iadt.ie/study/open-learning
mailto:admissions@iadt.ie
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Department 
of Film & 
Media

Faculty:  Faculty of Film, Art and Creative Technologies

Department: National Film School/Department of Film & Media

IADT Contact details: 
E. admissions@iadt.ie 

T. +353 (0)1 239 4612

The Department of Film & Media and the 
National Film School 
The Department of Film & Media and the NFS boasts the largest selection of 

film-related courses in the country – spanning undergraduate courses in Film 

& TV production, Animation and Production Design. A generation of award-

winning Irish filmmakers owe their success to the skills IADT equipped them 

with as students.

mailto:admissions@iadt.ie
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Department 
of Film & 
Media

Open Learning Modules 
2020-21 
Photography and the Studio 
Module code: PHOT-H1021  Credits: 10 ECTS | Available for Audit 
Term: 2 

Duration: 1 term

Professional Studio

Module code: PHOT-H2019  Credits: 10 ECTS | Available for Audit 
Term: 1 
Duration: 1 term

Photobook: Design & Narrative

Module code: PHOT-H2024  Credits: 5 ECTS | Available for Audit 
Term: 1 
Duration: 1 term

Life Drawing for Animation (Open Learners)

Module code: ANIM-H1017*  Credits: 10 ECTS | Available for Audit 
Term: 1 
Duration: 1 term

*Requires a minimum of 12 students to run

More Information 
For more details and for information about terms please visit  

https://www.iadt.ie/study/open-learning
FFACT/Institute Contact: admissions@iadt.ie

IADT Academic Dates 2020/21
Term 1: 14 September, 2020 – 11 December, 2020

Term 2: 4 January 2021 – 30 April, 2021 

IA
D

T

https://www.iadt.ie/study/open-learning
mailto:admissions@iadt.ie
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Department of 
Technology  
& Psychology

Faculty: Faculty of Film, Art and Creative Technologies

Department: Department of Technology & Psychology

IADT Contact details: 
E. admissions@iadt.ie 

T. +353 (0)1 239 4612

The Department of Technology and 
Psychology 

The Department of Technology and Psychology (DTP) hosts a range of 

undergraduate, postgraduate and short courses in creative technologies, UX 

design and psychology relating to the design and development of human-

centred experiences mediated by and through hardware and software 

technologies. DTP programmes cluster a wide range of technical, creative, 

design, psychology and business subjects around a student-centred learning 

experience, that is both current and relevant to meet the needs of industry 

today, but which also equips graduates with the critical conceptual skills 

needed to adapt to future challenges.

mailto:admissions@iadt.ie
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Open Learning Modules 
2020-21 
Cyberpsychology 
Module code: PSYL-H1007  Credits: 10 ECTS | Available for Audit 
Duration: 1 term

Creative Computing – Web Design & Development

Module code: COMP-H1019  Credits: 10 ECTS | Available for Audit 
Duration: 1 term

Creative Digital Media

Module code: COMP-H1018  Credits: 10 ECTS | Available for Audit 
Duration: 1 term

More Information 
For more details and for information about terms please visit  

https://www.iadt.ie/study/open-learning
FFACT/Institute Contact: admissions@iadt.ie

IADT Academic Dates 2020/21
Term 1: 14 September, 2020 – 11 December, 2020

Term 2: 4 January 2021 – 30 April, 2021 
IA

D
T

https://www.iadt.ie/study/open-learning
mailto:admissions@iadt.ie
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Open Learning at Marino 
Institute of Education 
(MIE)
Marino Institute of Education (MIE) is a dynamic, creative and innovative 

higher education institute committed to promoting inclusion and excellence 

in education. The tranquil, picturesque campus situated off Griffith Avenue on 

Dublin’s northside offers fulltime and part-time courses in education to over 

1,000 students. The institute is responsive to current needs and visionary in 

its approach to the future. 

Thank you for considering Open Learning at Marino Institute of Education.  

If you need help with your registration or if you have queries about the 

modules available, please contact us by e-mailing admissions@mie.ie or 

phoning 01 805 7742. 

Ways of Attending Modules

Attending a module for credit is a way to achieve credits. However, at this 

time, neither the Institute nor its accrediting university offers an award on 

completion of a set of credits. However, taking the modules offers a taster for 

what it might be like to enrol full time on a college course to study aspects 

of education. The modules currently available for credit are in the areas of 

Education Studies and Early Childhood Education. 

You may prefer not to complete module assessments but to complete 

modules because you are interested in the topic. This is called taking a 

module to Audit only. 

M
IE

mailto:admissions@mie.ie
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Fees 2020-21

Credit Only: Attend a module either online or on campus and complete 

the assessment requirements for credit: €500 per module. 
Audit Only: Attend a module either online or on campus and do not 

complete assessments for credit: €350 per module 

All courses will be delivered in line with the relevant 
Government Covid-19 guidelines.

Information

• MIE modules typically have 10 weeks tuition – online or face-to face – in 

semester 1 (September to December) or semester 2 (January to May). In 

addition to this, weeks are set aside for reading, revision and assessment. 

Some modules will be offered fully or partly online in 2020-21 based on 

public health advice. 

• It is important to check your e-mail regularly during the semester for 

notices about classes or possible cancellation or rescheduling of classes.

• All modules are first year modules and are each worth 5 ECTS credits (if 

taken for credit).

• Up to three places are available on each module (depending on capacity).

• No prerequisites have been specified for the available modules.

• Although credits are given where applicable, and a statement of results 

will be issued, the courses do not lead to an award from Marino Institute 

of Education or its accrediting University, Trinity College Dublin, the 

University of Dublin. 

• Because some modules are elective, the numbers may be insufficient for 

them to run in a particular semester. These modules are designated with 

an asterisk.* 

• Applicants may enroll in up to four modules per semester.
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Booking

To book a place on a module you need to do the following:

1. Decide which module or modules you are interested in taking 

2. Decide if you want to do the module(s) for audit or credit

3. Complete the booking form

4. Return it to admissions@mie.ie
5. Pay fees. Contact finance@mie.ie to do this

M
IE

mailto:admissions@mie.ie
mailto:finance@mie.ie
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Open Learning modules 
2020-21
Module code: EC8105  Semester: 2 
Module field: Early Childhood Education

International Policy and Best Practice in Early Childhood Education

Module code: EC8103  Semester: 2
Module field: Early Childhood Education

Developing Movement Skills through Activity and Play

Module code: EC8101  Semester: 1 
Module field: Early Childhood Education

Awakening the Senses: Creativity and the Visual Arts

Module code: EC8108  Semester: 1 
Module field: Early Childhood Education

A Nurturing Pedagogy: Care Skills in the Early Years

Module code: EC8106   Semester: 1 
Module field: Early Childhood Education

Literacies in Early Years: Language Acquisition

Module code: TBC   Semester: 1 
Module field: Early Childhood Education

Foundation in Inclusive Education: Special Educational needs in Early 
Childhood Education

Module code: EC8902*  Semester: 2 
Module field: Early Childhood Education

Effective Communication and Partnership

Module code: EC8903*   Semester: 2 
Module field: Early Childhood Education

Financial Management in Education

Module code: EC8904*   Semester: 2 
Module field: Early Childhood Education

Early Childhood Education through the Medium of Irish
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Module code: EC8905*  Semester: 2
Module field: Early Childhood Education

Leadership: Theory and Practice

Module code: EC8901*   Semester: 2
Module field: Early Childhood Education

Nutrition and Healthy Eating

Module code: ES8103   Semester: 1
Module field: Education Studies

Education and the Arts 1 (Nurturing Creativity)

Module code: ES8102   Semester: 1
Module field: Education Studies

Communication for Education (with a focus on adult education)

Module code: ES8101  Semester: 1
Module field: Education Studies

Adult Education (Excluding educational Placement)

Module code: ES8105  Semester: 2
Module field: Education Studies

Technology for Teaching and Learning

Module code: TBC  Semester: 2
Module field: Education Studies

Educational Leadership

Module code: TBC  Semester: 2
Module field: Education Studies

Special Education Needs

Module code: TBC  Semester: 1
Module field: Education Studies

Transitioning to Higher Education

*Requires a minimum number of students to run

M
IE
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Open Learning at the 
National College of Art & 
Design (NCAD)
The National College of Art & Design, Dublin, is Ireland’s leading provider 

of art and design education. Our campus on Thomas Street in Dublin’s 

historic city centre is home to a community of 1,500 undergraduate, 

graduate and part-time students engaged in a wide range of study and 

research across the disciplines of Design, Education, Fine Art and Visual 

Culture. NCAD has been the most significant provider of Art & Design 

education in Ireland for over 250 years and is a Recognised College of 

University College Dublin.

We’re delighted that you are considering Open Learning in NCAD, 

please take the time to read the information provided. If you need any 

help with your registration or queries about your modules, please do not 

hesitate to get in touch with NCAD Admissions.

https://www.ncad.ie/school-and-community-outreach-programme/
path-open-learning/ 

N
C

A
D

https://www.ncad.ie/school-and-community-outreach-programme/path-open-learning/
https://www.ncad.ie/school-and-community-outreach-programme/path-open-learning/
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Fees 2020-21

Semester 1 commences the week of 05 October.

Registration for CEAD evening part-time courses takes place in 

September, the date will be confirmed with successful applicants at the 

offer stage.

The fee is €600, and this applies for both Audit and Credit options.

Ways of Attending Modules

The VAP University Certificate and Audit/Credit courses are studio 

based practical and theoretical courses that are suited to students 

interested in developing a professional visual arts practice.

Guidance

NCAD Visual Culture Modules and Professional Practice Modules are typically 

12 weeks and are lecture-based learning, however, there can be some 

exceptions to this. Please review the module descriptor for your chosen 

module to ensure that you know how many contact hours are involved.

Unfortunately, classes may be canceled due to unforeseen circumstances, it is 

at the discretion of the lecturer as to whether they offer a replacement class. 

You will be informed if there is a class cancellation by email so it’s important to 

check this on a regular basis.



32

Selecting your module(s)

It’s really important to make the right decision when it comes to selecting your 

module(s). If you are selecting a module for interest or because you wish to 

progress to a degree programme, you should consider the following:

• What subject areas am I interested in?

• Have I read the module description?

• Is this a Level 1 (first year module)?

• If considering taking the assessment, what’s involved?

Information on fees 
(how much/does audit/credit differ etc.)

Please see www.ncad.ie or contact admissions@ncad.ie for more information.

Registration

Registration for Semester 1 runs in September, date TBC

Registration for Semester 2 runs in early January 2021

For further information on registration please contact admissions@ncad.ie

When does the academic year commence?

The academic year commences on Monday 5 October 2020.
N

C
A

D

http://www.ncad.ie
mailto:admissions@ncad.ie
mailto:admissions@ncad.ie
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University Certificate in 
Visual Art 
Practice 
(VAP) – NFQL 7

School of Education, CEAD Department

School Name:  Centre for Continuing Education in Art and Design,  

  School of Education

School Liaison:  Nuala Hunt 

Contact details:  cead@staff.ncad.ie

mailto:cead@staff.ncad.ie
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Description
The Certificate in Visual Art Practice is one of a number of accredited 

courses available to mature students seeking flexible quality learning 

opportunities at NCAD. The course contains multiple modules offering choice 

to students, who can construct a sequential programme of learning from 

a multi-disciplinary modular framework. Each module takes place on one 

evening per week throughout the academic year. Students are required to 

complete four modules altogether, two studio practice modules in art and 

design, a module in professional practice and one module in visual culture. 

Successful completion of four modules in one year or up to three years part-

time will result in students being awarded a Certificate in VAP (Visual Arts 

Practice). This course is a minor award within the National Framework of 

Qualifications (NFQ) and carries 30 ECTS. 

Open Learning Modules  
2020-21 CRN: 
Semester 1 & 2
Module code: Cead-1005  Credits: 10 ECTS | Available to Audit

Extending a Visual Language
Coordinator: Mary Burke 

Total number of places for Open Learning: 2                          Semesters: 1 & 2

Module code: Cead-1009  Credits: 10 ECTS | Available to Audit

Painting and Visual Research 
Coordinator: Tadhg McGrath, Felicity Clear

Total number of places for Open Learning: 1                           Semesters: 1 & 2

Check the up-to-date description and times of modules by searching the code at: 

https://www.ncad.ie/continuing-education/part-time-continuing-education/

N
C

A
D

https://www.ncad.ie/continuing-education/part-time-continuing-education/
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Cead - 1005: 
Extending a Visual 
Language
This module is project based with an emphasis on developing research 

methods and information gathering techniques for visual art practice. Students 

who opt for this programme will have completed introductory courses in 

drawing and want to further develop their knowledge of studio based research 

projects. Students will be expected to generate their own source material. This 

module focuses on the development of skills and knowledge applicable to the 

formation of a professional practice and identity. 

Aims

• Introduce students to research processes applicable to a visual arts 

practice.

• Encourage students to use a range of library and related research sources 

for ideas generation and development.

• Experiment with a variety of materials and forms.

• Develop skills in observation and apply to practice.

• Become more self-directed and confident in working on project 

development.

 

https://www.ncad.ie/files/download/CEAD1005_Extending_a_Visual_
Language_ModDes.pdf

Price: €600

https://www.ncad.ie/files/download/CEAD1005_Extending_a_Visual_Language_ModDes.pdf
https://www.ncad.ie/files/download/CEAD1005_Extending_a_Visual_Language_ModDes.pdf
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Cead – 1009: 
Painting and Visual 
Research
This module focuses on the development of skills and knowledge applicable to 

the formation of a studio practice. Students attending the course should have 

completed a basic course in drawing and painting. The module concentrates 

on the acquisition of skills and competency in the use of materials in painting. 

Students will be introduced to the language and techniques of painting and 

will be encouraged to experiment with materials. Students are encouraged to 

examine developments in contemporary art practice and become acquainted 

with a range of galleries and museums. 

Aims

• Generate ideas and expand on these for project work.

• Explore a range of themes using library resources and notebooks.

• Document the research process and compile notebooks as a resource.

• Practice technical skills in drawing and painting. 

• Produce a number of drawing and paintings.

• Participate in small group discussion and peer learning.

https://www.ncad.ie/files/download/CEAD1009_Painting_and_Visual_
Research_ModDes.pdf

Price: €600

N
C

A
D

https://www.ncad.ie/files/download/CEAD1009_Painting_and_Visual_Research_ModDes.pdf
https://www.ncad.ie/files/download/CEAD1009_Painting_and_Visual_Research_ModDes.pdf
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Open Learning at 
University College Dublin 
(UCD)
We’re delighted that you are considering Open Learning at UCD this academic 

year. UCD is a University for All, where all students belong and feel welcome. 

One size does not fit all - so we have developed a number of different 

pathways to suit your experience, academic needs and personal circumstances. 

You should be able to find a path that fits you. 

Open Learning is our newest path and one of the most creative. There are no 

formal entry requirements. All we need from you is your curiosity, motivation 

and commitment.

In order to make an informed decision about whether Open Learning is right 

for you, please take the time to read the information provided. If you need 

any help with your registration or queries about your modules, please do 

not hesitate to get in touch with us and we’ll be happy to help. Whether you 

choose open learning for pleasure or progression to a degree - we wish you a 

rewarding and engaging academic year.

Dr Bairbre Fleming

Deputy Director

UCD Access and Lifelong Learning

Chair of PATH Open Learning group

U
C

D
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UCD Open 
Learning

Get in touch
We’ve a dedicated team who support the Open Learning programme:

Jenny Doyle
jennifer.doyle@ucd.ie

Dr Jenny Doyle is Project Manager in UCD Access and Lifelong Learning. Jenny 

can offer you direction and support in all aspects of our part-time programme. 

She supports Open Learning students from pre-entry to when you exit with 

your degree offer. If you’re interested in progressing to a degree programme, 

please get in touch with Jenny.

Colin Smith
colin.smith1@ucd.ie

Colin provides administrative support for the Open Learning programme and 

can assist you with any difficulties you might encounter while applying to the 

programme or while registering for modules.

Gillian, Emily, Irina and Paolo are members of our Operations Team and they can 

also help you with your queries. Get in touch with us by emailing all@ucd.ie

mailto:jennifer.doyle@ucd.ie
mailto:colin.smith1@ucd.ie
mailto:all@ucd.ie
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University for ALL
UCD is a University for All and our Open Learning programme is one way in 

which we have widened access to UCD’s programmes. UCD is committed to 

ensuring that all students can access university, participate in their programme 

and succeed, regardless of background, personal circumstances, age, disability, 

or pace of study; we are a University for All. You’ll notice during your time with 

us in UCD that our University for All initiative consistently drives a whole-in-

stitution approach to access and inclusion, designed to recognise and value 

all student diversity, and ensure that the teaching and learning environments, 

student supports and services, campus infrastructure, systems and processes, 

are designed around the needs of all students. If you have any feedback on 

how we can improve access and inclusion in UCD we want to hear from you - 

all@ucd.ie 

Seven Degree Pathways 
to Choose From
Open Learning has many functions and offers several rewards. As well as being 

a way to sample university life on a part-time basis, Open Learning can also 

be used to earn an award (Certificate or Diploma). These awards can then be 

used as a guaranteed pathway to seven degree programmes at UCD. Students 

who successfully complete 30 credits (6 modules) can exit with an NFQ Level 

7 Certificate in Open Learning. Students who successfully complete 60 credits 

(12 modules) can exit with a NFQ Level 7 Diploma in Open Learning.

The Open Learning pathways will require a significant commitment from you 

to gain credits in 6 modules (which is the equivalent of half a year of full-time 

study). When you complete the 30 credits (Certificate in Open Learning) and 

reach the necessary grades, you are demonstrating to the university that you 

have reached the standard required for a particular degree. 
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Pathway to Arts, Humanities, Social Sciences 
and Law

An Open Learning Certificate can be used to apply through the CAO for 

progression onto one of the following undergraduate degree programmes 

at UCD. In order to meet the progression requirement, you must achieve a 

Grade Point Average (GPA) of 2.6 or higher and you must successfully pass 6 

modules:

• BA Arts (CAO code: DN520)

• BA Humanities (CAO code: DN530)

• BSc Social Sciences (CAO code: DN700)

• BSocSc Social Policy & Sociology (CAO code: DN750)

• BCL Law ( CAO code: DN600) *

* (For entry to Law you must also be at least 23 on 1 January prior to entry, 

and your Certificate must include at least 20 credits of modules from the 

School of Law)

Pathway to Science

• This is a pilot progression pathway and places are limited. If you are 

interested in joining this pathway, please email jennifer.doyle@ucd.ie to 

register your interest.

• Students on this pathway must achieve a minimum Grade Point Average 

(GPA) of 3.08 and pass 6 modules, including the required maths module.

• This pathway can be used to apply for the BSc Science degree programme 

(CAO code: DN200) or BSc Computer Science (CAO code: DN201). 

MSAP Alternative

If you are a mature student (23+) and intend to apply to UCD on the basis of 

the Mature Years Entry Pathway, you can choose to take any Open Learning 

module for credit instead of taking the MSAP exam. For more information on 

MSAP see the UCD Registry website.

mailto:jennifer.doyle@ucd.ie
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Help with your registration and module 
selection

If you need any assistance with module selection or navigating the UCD sys-

tem, you can contact us at all@ucd.ie or call us on 01 7167 123. You can also 

view the registration video guides on the ucd website:  

www.ucd.ie/students/guides.html

It’s really important to make the right decision when it comes to selecting your 

module(s). If you are selecting a module for interest or because you wish to 

progress to a degree programme, you should consider the following:

What subject areas am I interested in?

Have I read the module description?

What is the time commitment involved?

Is the level suitable for me?

If considering taking the assessment, what’s involved?

Do I understand the academic and financial commitment of being a UCD 
student?

Pre-register

You can pre-register for Open Learning courses at UCD at this link. Visit 

https://www.ucd.ie/all/cometoucd/applying/openlearning/
or scan this QR code to go directly to this page
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Pre-registration for Autumn Trimester 2020-21 will open on 18 August 2020

Complete a pre-registration form online through our 

website, or scan this QR code to go directly to this page

Accept your Open Learning offer, it will usually take 1 

working day to receive your offer. You can check if you’ve received 

your offer by going back into your application.

After accepting your offer, You’ll be emailed with a ‘start time’, this is 

when you’ll be able to go onto your UCD student account (SISWeb), 
to select and register for your modules, agree to UCD’s terms and 

conditions and to confirm your contact details.

This Autumn Trimester there will be two ‘start times’ for students, 

continuing students will be able to select their modules on 1st 
September. New students or those who are waiting to hear from the 

CAO will be able to select their modules on 14th September.

Attend the ALL Welcome on 17 - 18th September which will take place 

via Zoom.

Attend your classes. If you are attending Level 2 modules, Autumn 

Trimester starts on 21st September. If you are attending Level 1 
modules, Autumn Trimester will start on 28th September.

Your individual timetable will be available on your online student 

account (SISWeb). Depending on the modules you select, your classes 

may be a mixture of online and face-to-face delivery.

Pay your fees. This can be done online through your student account.
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Fee payment

Open Learning fees can be paid online, through your SISWeb account after 

you’ve selected your modules. Students choosing credit modules will pay 

€500 per module and for audit modules €375. 

Student Support

Before registering for a module, please take the time to read the full module 

descriptor online and if you have any further questions, please get in touch 

with us at all@ucd.ie or contact Jenny on jennifer.doyle@ucd.ie

Check the level of your module

Each module is assigned a level. We recommend that you begin Open Learn-

ing with Level 1 modules, particularly if you intend on progressing to a degree 

programme. The levels represent academic progression, with the higher levels 

assuming that you have already mastered the key concepts and skills required 

for academic writing and critical reflection. You can identify a level 1 module by 

the first number in its code: e.g. HIS10010

Finalise your module choices for the 

• Autumn Trimester (September to December) 
www.ucd.ie/students/registration 

Module registration will close at the end of September, so make sure you 

have registered for all Autumn Trimester modules, labs and tutorials.  

• Spring Trimester (January to May)  
You will have an opportunity to change your module choices for Spring 

Trimester in early January or add additional modules. You can also start 

Open Learning in Spring, even if you didn’t take any modules in Autumn.

mailto:all@ucd.ie
mailto:jennifer.doyle@ucd.ie
http://www.ucd.ie/students/registration
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Assessment or Interest

• CREDIT OPTION (Assessment)  
If you opt to take a module for credit, this means that you’ve committed to 

participating in the module and taking the assessment.  

Upon successful completion of your module(s), you can access your 

Academic Transcript online via SISWeb, free of charge. 

• AUDIT OPTION (Interest) 
You can choose to take a module for audit, which allows you to fully 

participate in the modules without taking any assessments. As an audit 

student you will not receive any credits or qualifications as you will not 

complete the assessment. 

• Should I take my module(s) for audit or credit? 

If you are unsure about whether you want to take a module for credit, 

we’d encourage you to first register for audit. You will have three weeks 

from the start of the semester to upgrade to credit. Please ensure you tick 

the correct option on your pre-registration form.
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What’s new this year

The University has been working to manage the impact of Covid -19 and 

intends to reopen the campus within the national public health guidelines. 

It plans to hold some classes on campus and some online. This means that 

some of your classes may take place face to face, but others will be attend-

ed remotely. UCD intends to give you the best possible campus and blended 

learning experience so that you can engage in university life with your fellow 

students and with UCD faculty and staff. To make the most of this experience, 

it is very important to prepare properly and become familiar with blended 

learning. You can do this by following the tips below.

How will UCD communicate with me?

Most communication will happen either via email (to your ucdconnect account) 

or through Brightspace (virtual learning environment). It’s important that you 

check both regularly and if you’re only attending one class per week, make 

sure you check it prior to your class. This way you’ll be notified of any changes 

or cancellations.

You’ll also receive regular emails from UCD ALL throughout the year, so please 

be sure to check these emails for essential information and updates.

ALL Student Welcome

The ALL Student Welcome is Access and Lifelong Learning’s biggest event of 

the year. It is a chance for us to meet all our new students and showcase UCD. 

Incoming UCD students who applied to UCD through the HEAR, DARE, QQI 

FET, Mature, Open Learning and Lifelong Learning pathways are invited to join 

us for this exciting event. Our aim is to give you a head start settling into UCD 

life, while also finding out lots of practical information. It is a great opportunity 

to get to know other first-year students, find out what services are available, 

and meet the staff who can help you when you need support. This year, the 

Welcome will take place virtually via Zoom on the 17th & 18th September. All 

registered Open Learning students will receive an invite.
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Academic Skills 
Workshops
UCD Access & Lifelong Learning offers a series of free academic skills work-

shops throughout the academic year covering a number of topics including 

note taking, essay writing, research, presentations and exam preparation. 

These workshops are open to all students. These online workshops take place 

1-2pm on Wednesdays on Brightspace. To access the workshops please enrol in 

our Brightspace Module: ALL Student Support- University for All. Recordings 

of the workshops will also be available after each workshop on Brightspace. 

Information about these workshops will be emailed to you throughout the year. 

More Information 

There is more information available on our website www.ucd.ie/openlearning

COVID-19: Please note, course details are correct at time of printing but 

may be subject to review in accordance with any changes to public 

health advice.
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UCD’s Open Learning 
Modules
APPLIED LANGUAGE CENTRE  53

Applied Languages Centre 54

COLLEGE OF ARTS AND HUMANITIES   61

School of Art History and Cultural Policy 62

School of Classics 67

School of English, Drama and Film 72

School of History 79

School of Irish, Celtic Studies and Folklore 86

School of Languages, Cultures and Linguistics 91

School of Music 99

COLLEGE OF BUSINESS   103

Lochlann Quinn School of Business 104

COLLEGE OF SOCIAL SCIENCES AND LAW    109

School of Archaeology 110

School of Economics 115

School of Education 117

School of Geography 119

School of Information and Communication Studies 125

School of Law 129

School of Philosophy 132

School of Politics and International Relations 136

School of Psychology 141

School of Social Policy, Social Work and Social Justice 144

School of Sociology 151
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COLLEGE OF HEALTH AND AGRICULTURAL SCIENCES  159

School of Agriculture and Food Science 160

School of Nursing, Midwifery and Health Systems 164

School of Public Health, Physiotherapy and Sports Science 166

COLLEGE OF SCIENCE       168

UCD in the Community  168

School of Biology and Environmental Science 173

School of Biomolecular and Biomedical Science 175

School of Chemistry 177

School of Earth Sciences 179

School of Mathematics and Statistics 182

School of Physics 185
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Applied Language Centre
Established in 1989, the UCD Applied Language Centre is a teaching, research 

and resource Centre at University College Dublin. The Centre provides 

language modules and programmes to students across the university and 

externally.

The Centre’s focus is on extending UCD’s global culture and cultivating the 

language abilities of UCD students in a learning environment that promotes 

communication, autonomy and a learner-centred approach. The Centre offers 

a wide range of Global Language Electives to students across the University. 

Languages available include: Arabic, Chinese, English (for general and 

academic purposes), French, German, Italian, Japanese, Russian, Spanish and 

Swahili. These language modules are offered at different levels from beginners 

to advanced. All students interested in taking a language module must attend 

the ALC for a language consultation. This is to ensure that you are registered 

to the correct module for your language level. Registration for your chosen 

language module will be provisional until your consultation has taken place.

Please note that the Applied Language Centre’s modules can only be taken 
for credit (i.e. with assessment) and not for audit.
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Autumn Trimester 
(September to December)

Module code: LANG10010  Credits: 5 
Italian for General Purposes 1
This module is for students who have no previous knowledge of Italian and 

offers an introduction to Italian language and culture. The aim is to enable 

students to develop competence in a range of everyday tasks in Italian. The 

module will focus on oral communication and on acquiring essential listening 

and speaking abilities. Students will also develop and practise basic reading 

and writing techniques. 

Module code: LANG10100  Credits: 5 
German for General Purposes 1
This module is for students who have no previous knowledge of German and 

offers an introduction to German language and culture. The aim is to enable 

students to develop competence in a range of everyday tasks in German. The 

module will focus on oral communication and on acquiring essential listening 

and speaking abilities. Students will also develop and practise basic reading 

and writing techniques. 

Module code: LANG10170  Credits: 5 
French for General Purposes 1
This module is for students who have no previous knowledge of French and 

offers an introduction to French language and culture. The aim is to enable 

students to develop competence in a range of everyday tasks in French. The 

module will focus on oral communication and on acquiring essential listening 

and speaking abilities. Students will also develop and practise basic reading 

and writing techniques.
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Module code: LANG10220  Credits: 5
Russian for General Purposes 1
This module is for students who have no previous knowledge of Russian and 

offers an introduction to Russian language and culture. The aim is to enable 

students to develop competence in a range of everyday tasks in Russian. The 

module will focus on oral communication and on acquiring essential listening 

and speaking abilities. Students will also develop and practise basic reading 

and writing techniques.

Module code: LANG10230  Credits: 5
Spanish for General Purposes 1
This module is for students who have no previous knowledge of Spanish and 

offers an introduction to Spanish language and culture. The aim is to enable 

students to develop competence in a range of everyday tasks in Spanish The 

module will focus on oral communication and on acquiring essential listening 

and speaking abilities. Students will also develop and practise basic reading 

and writing techniques.

Module code: LANG10650  Credits: 5
Intro to English Language Teaching
This module introduces students to the social, political, linguistic and 

pedagogical issues involved in English Language Teaching (ELT) and 

learning and explores the principles and practice of a range of methods 

and approaches. Introduction to ELT is a pre-service module aimed at 

introducing students to aspects of the profession of teaching English 

as a foreign or second language. It focuses on the central aspects of 

the teaching process and develops students’ ability to handle the key 

components of the language system of English as well as the four skills 

(reading, writing, listening and speaking).

Continues...
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Autumn Trimester 
(September to December)

Module code: LANG20440  Credits: 5
French for General Purposes 4
This module is designed for students who already have an intermediate 

level of French. The aim is to develop communicative competence in a 

wide range of situations including more specialised topics. Emphasis will 

be placed on communication and comprehension skills as well as written 

communication, vocabulary building and grammar review. Themes will 

be introduced to develop an understanding of the culture and society of 

contemporary France.

Module code: LANG10150  Credits: 5
Polish for General Purposes 1
This module is for students who have no previous knowledge of Polish and 

offers an introduction to the life and culture of Poland. The aim is to enable 

students to develop competence in a range of everyday tasks in Polish. The 

module will focus on oral communication and on acquiring essential listening 

and speaking abilities. Students will also develop and practise basic reading 

and writing techniques.

Module code: LANG10670  Credits: 5
Portuguese for General Purposes 1
This module is for students who have no previous knowledge of Portuguese 

and offers an introduction to Portuguese language and culture. The aim is 

to enable students to develop competence in a range of everyday tasks in 

Portuguese. The module will focus on oral communication and on acquiring 

essential listening and speaking abilities. Students will also develop and 

practise basic reading and writing techniques.

Individual module details are subject to change. 

Full, up-to-date information is available at www.ucd.ie/openlearning

http://www.ucd.ie/openlearning
http://www.ucd.ie/openlearning
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Spring Trimester 
(January to May)

Module code: LANG10010  Credits: 5 
Italian for General Purposes 1
This module is for students who have no previous knowledge of Italian and 

offers an introduction to Italian language and culture. The aim is to enable 

students to develop competence in a range of everyday tasks in Italian. The 

module will focus on oral communication and on acquiring essential listening 

and speaking abilities. Students will also develop and practise basic reading 

and writing techniques. 

Module code: LANG10100  Credits: 5 
German for General Purposes 1
This module is for students who have no previous knowledge of German and 

offers an introduction to German language and culture. The aim is to enable 

students to develop competence in a range of everyday tasks in German. The 

module will focus on oral communication and on acquiring essential listening 

and speaking abilities. Students will also develop and practise basic reading 

and writing techniques. 

Module code: LANG10170  Credits: 5 
French for General Purposes 1
This module is for students who have no previous knowledge of French and 

offers an introduction to French language and culture. The aim is to enable 

students to develop competence in a range of everyday tasks in French. The 

module will focus on oral communication and on acquiring essential listening 

and speaking abilities. Students will also develop and practise basic reading 

and writing techniques.

Continues...

U
C

D



59

Spring Trimester 
(January to May)

Module code: LANG10220  Credits: 5
Russian for General Purposes 1
This module is for students who have no previous knowledge of Russian and 

offers an introduction to Russian language and culture. The aim is to enable 

students to develop competence in a range of everyday tasks in Russian. The 

module will focus on oral communication and on acquiring essential listening 

and speaking abilities. Students will also develop and practise basic reading 

and writing techniques.

Module code: LANG10230  Credits: 5
Spanish for General Purposes 1
This module is for students who have no previous knowledge of Spanish and 

offers an introduction to Spanish language and culture. The aim is to enable 

students to develop competence in a range of everyday tasks in Spanish The 

module will focus on oral communication and on acquiring essential listening 

and speaking abilities. Students will also develop and practise basic reading 

and writing techniques.

Module code: LANG10650  Credits: 5
Intro to English Language Teaching
This module introduces students to the social, political, linguistic and 

pedagogical issues involved in English language teaching (ELT) and 

learning and explores the principles and practice of a range of methods and 

approaches. Introduction to ELT is a pre-service module aimed at introducing 

students to aspects of the profession of teaching English as a foreign or 

second language. It focuses on the central aspects of the teaching process 

and develops students’ ability to handle the key components of the language 

system of English as well as the four skills (reading, writing, listening and 

speaking).
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Module code: LANG20440  Credits: 5
French for General Purposes 4
This module is designed for students who already have an intermediate 

level of French. The aim is to develop communicative competence in a 

wide range of situations including more specialised topics. Emphasis will 

be placed on communication and comprehension skills as well as written 

communication, vocabulary building and grammar review. Themes will 

be introduced to develop an understanding of the culture and society of 

contemporary France.

Module code: LANG10150  Credits: 5
Polish for General Purposes 1
This module is for students who have no previous knowledge of Polish and 

offers an introduction to the life and culture of Poland. The aim is to enable 

students to develop competence in a range of everyday tasks in Polish. The 

module will focus on oral communication and on acquiring essential listening 

and speaking abilities. Students will also develop and practise basic reading 

and writing techniques.

Module code: LANG10670  Credits: 5
Portuguese for General Purposes 1
This module is for students who have no previous knowledge of Portuguese 

and offers an introduction to Portuguese language and culture. The aim is 

to enable students to develop competence in a range of everyday tasks in 

Portuguese. The module will focus on oral communication and on acquiring 

essential listening and speaking abilities. Students will also develop and 

practise basic reading and writing techniques.

Individual module details are subject to change. 

Full, up-to-date information is available at www.ucd.ie/openlearning
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School of Art History  
and Cultural Policy
UCD was the first Irish university to offer instruction in Art History 

and the School of Art History and Cultural Policy is Ireland’s largest 

academic department for the study of the discipline at undergraduate and 

postgraduate level. 

Art History is intrinsically interdisciplinary and we promote a stimulating 

environment that fosters critical enquiry, interpretive and analytical skills, 

and visual acuity in the examination of mankind’s diverse visual and artistic 

heritage. The School’s academics are renowned for their expertise in 

European and American art and architecture, spanning from antiquity to the 

contemporary period and for specialisms in the field of Irish art.
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Autumn Trimester 
(September to December)

Module code: AH10070  Credits: 5 
Dublin: its Museums and Collections
This module will be team-taught by lecturers in the School of Art History 

& Cultural Policy. Dublin is home to a rich variety of museums, whose 

collections survey the entire history of Irish art but also include outstanding 

examples of European and non-Western art.

Module code: AH10130  Credits: 5 
Ancient & Medieval World
This module acts as an introduction to the Art of the Ancient and Medieval 

World (Fifth century BC to the first millennium AD). This period reflects 

extraordinary cultural achievements of European art with particular focus on 

the Classical world of ancient Greece and Rome.

Module code: AH20200  Credits: 5 
The Modern to the Contemporary
From Modern to Contemporary considers the modernist movement from 

1914 to the emergence of post-modern and contemporary art practice in the 

1960s and 1970s.

Module code: AH20210  Credits: 5
Perspectives on Irish Art
This module examines the range of art and architecture produced in Ireland 

in the medieval period from its early beginnings in the fourth century AD to 

the 16th century and the revivals and re-interpretations of this ‘Celtic’ art in 

the 18th to 20th centuries.
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Module code: AH20240  Credits: 5
The Age of MIchelangelo
This course assesses the impact of the mature work of Michelangelo and its 

role in the development of the mannerist art of sixteenth-century Italy, with a 

particular focus on Florence and Rome.

Module code: AH1024E  Audit Only
Western Art from late Roman Antiquity to the late Middle Ages
Opening with the age of Augustus this module’s lectures explore the art of 

Late Antiquity, the Early Christian period & the Byzantine Empire through to 

the sculpture, stained glass, illuminated manuscripts & great fresco schemes 

of the mid-to-late Middles Ages, concluding with likes of Giotto, Duccio & the 

Limbourg brothers.

Individual module details are subject to change. 

Full, up-to-date information is available at www.ucd.ie/openlearning
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Spring Trimester 
(January to May)

Module code: AH20220  Credits: 5
History of Photography
This module surveys the history and theory of photography, beginning 

with its origins in the nineteenth century and concluding with recent 

developments in photographic practice.

Module code: AH20230  Credits: 5
European Architecture
This module is designed to provide students with a basic, chronological 

introduction to the rich architectural heritage of Western Europe, from the 

end of the Gothic era to the beginning of the modern age.

Module code: AH30540  Credits: 5
Georgian Dublin
The Georgian era, the period between 1714 and 1830, is arguably the golden 

age of architecture in Dublin. Following the turbulent decades of the 

seventeenth century, the political stability of the eighteenth century, coupled 

with a burgeoning economy and a rising population, fostered a renaissance 

in the cultural life of the city.

Module code: AH20250  Credits: 5
Early Islamic Art and Architecture
This module will introduce students to the art and architecture of the 

Islamic Mediterranean and Middle East, as well as the arts produced by 

Christians, Jews, and others who were the subjects and neighbours of the 

early Islamic states.
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Module code: AH1015E  Audit Only
From the van Eyck to the Bellini: the age of the Renaissance
European painting of the 15th century and the concept of the Renaissance as 

a period of revival and transformation in Western culture is examined in this 

module. The work of the van Eycks, Memling, Fouquet, Masaccio, Botticelli & 

the Bellini among others will be discussed.

Module code: AH10150  Credits: 5
The Modern World 1848-1914
The course examines the key developments in Western art from 1848 to 

the outbreak of World War One in 1914. This period saw the beginnings 

of modern art, when traditional practices of making and viewing art were 

challenged.

Individual module details are subject to change. 

Full, up-to-date information is available at www.ucd.ie/openlearning
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School of Classics
The UCD School of Classics is the largest centre of Classical studies in Ireland. 

The School is also home to a Classical Museum which was established by Henry 

Browne, Professor of Greek from 1909 to 1922. 

Classics is the study of the history, literature, and material culture of the Greek 

and Roman Mediterranean from the Bronze Age to Late Antiquity. It is an 

exciting, interdisciplinary subject which inspired the Renaissance and remains 

central to the understanding of modern European culture and society. Open 

Learning students can study the history, literature, art and archaeology of 

the ancient world by taking modules in the Greek and Roman Civilization 

programme. 

No Greek or Latin is required as texts are studied in translation.
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Autumn Trimester 
(September to December)

Module code: GRC10170  Credits: 5 
Lost Cities
The great civilizations of the ancient Mediterranean were urban societies that 

developed complex social and political structures and invested the profits of 

trade, agriculture, and warfare in the construction of fortifications, temples, 

palaces, tombs, and other monuments.

Module code: GRC10190  Credits: 5 
War and the Hero
Homer’s Iliad and Odyssey (c. 700 BC), dealing with the mythical Trojan war, 

are the foundation of Greek and Western literature. The lectures will discuss 

the structure, characters, and main themes of the two works, with special 

reference to the epic heroes Achilles and Odysseus.

Module code: GRC20010  Credits: 5 
Alexander and his Successors
This module explores Greek history from Alexander the Great to the Roman 

conquest (336 to 133 BC). It covers Alexander’s reign and the history of the 

kingdoms and states that succeeded his empire up to the coming of Rome.

Module code: GRC30070  Credits: 5
Family Life in Ancient Greece
This module explores the history of family groups in the ancient Greek world 

in the Archaic (Homeric), Classical and Hellenistic periods. Topics studied 

include: marriage & adultery, child-rearing & education, old age & death, 

exposure & infanticide, gender & status divisions.

Continues...
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Module code: GRC30290  Credits: 5
Magic in the Ancient World
Magic had a central place, alongside religion, in everyday ancient Greek 

and Roman lives. What beliefs did people in Antiquity have about magic 

and about how it worked? To answer these questions we will explore the 

descriptions of ancient witches, sorcerers, shamans,and necromancers.

Module code: GRC30010  Credits: 5
Ancient Medicine
In this module you will explore the different forms that healing could take 

in ancient Greek and Roman society. We will examine influential theories 

of medicine from the Hippocratic writers to Galen, as well as religious and 

magical healing practices.

Module code: GRC30090  Credits: 5
Art and Architecture in Pompeii
This module examines the art, architecture, and history of Pompeii from 

the late 2nd century BC to the eruption of Vesuvius in AD 79. It examines 

the Forum, the Theatre Quarter, and the Amphitheatre and considers the 

extent to which public architecture illustrates cultural borrowing from Rome 

or from the Greek East. It also focuses on domestic architecture and wall 

painting, most of which show subjects from Greek myth. It examines both 

the extent to which Pompeian wall painting copied Greek originals, and how 

panel paintings of Greek myths could be arranged within a house to form a 

programmatic message.

Individual module details are subject to change. 

Full, up-to-date information is available at www.ucd.ie/openlearning

http://www.ucd.ie/openlearning
http://www.ucd.ie/openlearning
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Spring Trimester 
(January to May)

Module code: GRC10140  Credits: 5
Classical Myth: An Intro
This module will introduce students to key figures and themes in Greek 

mythology by examining their roles in ancient literature, art and culture. 

Students will explore the roles of gods and heroes such as Apollo, Aphrodite, 

Heracles, Theseus, Medea, Helen and Odysseus.

Module code: GRC10180  Credits: 5
The Age of Augustus
This module studies the life and times of Rome’s first emperor, Augustus, 

focusing on the period from 44 B.C. to A.D. 14. The Age of Augustus was 

a period of unprecedented political and cultural change, a golden age of 

stability and optimism after the civil wars.

Module code: GRC10200  Credits: 5
Classical Greece
This module introduces students to the political, social, and economic history 

of ancient Greece. Most sessions will focus on the Classical period, c. 480-

323 BC, which spans from the invasion of the Persian king Xerxes to the 

death of Alexander the Great.

Module code: GRC20230  Credits: 5
Heracles the Hero
The Greek hero Heracles (or Hercules, as the Romans called him) was one 

of the oldest and most powerful semi-divine figures in ancient myth. This 

module explores how his childhood, twelve labours, madness, deification, 

and relationships with family and women are represented.

Continues...
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Module code: GRC30080  Credits: 5 

The Oedipus Myth
This module studies the myth of the family of Oedipus from Homer to 400 

B.C., with particular reference to five tragedies: Aeschylus’ Seven Against 

Thebes; Sophocles’ Antigone, Oedipus the King, and Oedipus at Colonus; 

and Euripides’ The Phoenician Women.

Module code: GRC30320  Credits: 5 

Classics in Popular Culture
This module draws on the theory and practice of reception studies in order 

to explore the reception and retelling of stories from the Greek and Roman 

worlds in a contemporary context.

Module code: GRC30330  Credits: 5 

Death and the Afterlife
What happens when we die? From our earliest extant literature to 

contemporary pop culture, the human mind has imagined a wide range of 

possible destinations; each proposes an answer to one of the most profound 

questions of the human experience.

Module code: GRC20270  Credits: 5 

The Athenian Empire
This module explores the rise and fall of the Athenian empire from its 

beginnings in the 470s to its defeat at the hands of Sparta in 404 BC, as well 

as Athenian attempts to recapture such pre-eminence in the early fourth 

century.

Module code: GRC20030  Credits: 5 

Early Roman Empire
This module examines the history of the Roman Empire from Augustus to 

Trajan. We will explore the political history of the period, focusing on the 

figure of the emperor and the nature of imperial power.

Individual module details are subject to change. 

Full, up-to-date information is available at www.ucd.ie/openlearning

http://www.ucd.ie/openlearning
http://www.ucd.ie/openlearning
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School of English,  
Drama and Film
English, Drama and Film are disciplines that engage critically with written, 

spoken and performed media from early manuscripts to contemporary blogs.

The focus of the School’s activities is on high quality pedagogy informed by 

cutting edge research, and on teaching core skills for work and life: critical 

thinking, excellent written communication, the ability to synthesize, organize 

and present complex ideas. Our disciplines educate students in the history and 

practices of theatre and performance, of media and cultural production, of 

literary and cultural production, and of creative writing. The School’s origins go 

back to the foundation of UCD, and we have had a distinguished tradition of 

research, but also in the cultural life and practice of the state. 
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Autumn Trimester 
(September to December)

Module code: DRAM10010  Credits: 5
Theatre Context and Conventions
This module offers students the opportunity to develop their skills in reading 

dramatic texts from diverse periods in the European theatrical tradition, and 

to trace the development of theatre from the Greek classical period, through 

the Elizabethan and Restoration periods, and into the nineteenth century.

Module code: DRAM20090  Credits: 5
Contemporary British Theatre
This module will consider contemporary British drama. Seminars will consider 

each play in its political, social and dramaturgical context, as well as seeking 

to chart the development of contemporary British theatre.

Module code: DRAM20180  Credits: 5
20th Century Avant Garde Theatre
This module introduces students to avant-garde theatre makers and 

performance artists of the twentieth century whose interrogation of the 

function and possibilities of performance influenced many artists working in 

theatre and performance today.

Module code: ENG10130  Credits: 5
Contemporary Irish Writing
This module will introduce readers to a range of contemporary Irish writings, 

spanning fiction (including short stories) and poetry, closely examining 

the choice of theme, the significance of form, and the nature of the works’ 

impact.

Module code: ENG20400  Audit Only
Critical Theory
This module introduces students to the key theoretical debates and issues 

in the humanities, particularly pertaining to the study of language and 

literature.
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Module code: ENG20440  Credits: 5
Irish Literature in English
This course will explore the representation of the individual, the community, 

and the nation in Irish literature and drama from the late nineteenth century 

to the present.

Module code: ENG20450  Credits: 5
Renaissance Literature
This module is designed as an introduction to the writing of Shakespeare 

and his contemporaries. Reading Shakespeare’s plays and poems alongside 

the work of other key writers of the Tudor and Stuart period, this module will 

examine Renaissance drama and poetry.

Module code: ENG20460  Credits: 5
Victorian to Modern Literature
This module introduces students to literature from the 1830s to the first 

decades of the twentieth century. This period of dramatic change, as Britain 

moved from a predominantly rural economy to become an urbanised, 

industrialised nation will be discussed with reference to key issues.

Module code: FS10010  Credits: 5
Intro to Film & Media
The contemporary era is marked both by a proliferation of screens through 

which we access ‘content’, as well as fundamental and ongoing shifts in the 

media industries, largely driven by digital innovation.

Module code: FS20140  Credits: 5
Irish Cinema & TV
This module offers an in-depth study of Irish cinema and television from 

historical, cultural, social and economic perspectives.

Continues...
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Module code: ENG10230  Credits: 5
Reading World Literature
What does it mean to read literature as ‘worldly,’ and how do world-literary 

texts shape our understanding of the world? Reading World Literature will 

explore the category of ‘world literature’: what it means to read texts in the 

‘world language’ of English.

Module code: FS20200  Credits: 5
Horror
Do you like scary movies? Horror is one of the most enduring of film genres, 

though also one of the most maligned. This module will explore the key 

formal, stylistic, and thematic elements of horror cinema. We will study the 

historical development of the genre, the critical approaches to the genre, and 

the diverse forms of horror across the world, including Japan and Ireland.

Module code: FS20210  Credits: 5
Women’s Authorship
This module explores the many and various ways that women have made 

movies in the United States. It examines a range of women filmmakers, from 

women film pioneers in early cinema to prominent contemporary directors.

Module code: FS10030  Credits: 5
Film Style and Aesthetics
Style in film for its own sake has little value. The real merit of film style is its 

ability to bring a film story to life in a distinctive audio visual manner. This 

module is an introduction to motion picture production and technique.

Module code: FS10040  Credits: 5
Film Sound - an Introduction
From the moment of birth to that of death, sound is our ever present sense. 

It anchors us and gives us a vital sense of physical location in the world 

around us. Yet, the importance of sound in the most popular art form of our 

time remains immensely underestimated.
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Spring Trimester 
(January to May)

Module code: FS10030  Credits: 5
Film Style and Aesthetics
Style in film for its own sake has little value. The real merit of film style is its 

ability to bring a film story to life in a distinctive audio visual manner. This 

module is an introduction to motion picture production and technique.

Module code: FS10040  Credits: 5
Film Sound - an Introduction
From the moment of birth to that of death, sound is our ever present sense. It 

anchors us and gives us a vital sense of physical location in the world around us. 

Yet, the importance of sound in the most popular art form of our time remains 

immensely underestimated. Repeat of Autumn module - see details above.

Module code: DRAM10030  Credits: 5
The Theatrical Event
This module offers students an introduction to theatre’s role in culture and 

society, and to working roles in theatre and performance. Using examples 

of international practice, students will examine key roles in the collaborative 

creation of the theatrical event.

Module code: DRAM20110  Credits: 5
Contemporary Ireland On Stage
This course examines new Irish theatre from the 1980s forward, with 

particular emphasis over the past twenty-five years, during a time of 

profound economic and social change.

Module code: ENG10030  Credits: 5
Literary Genre
Literary genre is the most important element of a writer’s craft, of a reader’s 

understanding, of a critic’s tool-box. In every kind of literary (and non-

literary) writing, it is genre that governs and shapes language, style, form, 

address and the engagement.

Continues...
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Module code: ENG20250  Credits: 5
Twentieth-Century Drama
This course will examine some of the most important plays of the twentieth 

century from Europe and the United States. The module interrogates, 

through the lens of these ground-breaking dramas, the radical shifts in socio-

political and class structures.

Module code: ENG20410  Credits: 5
Reading Medieval Literature
This module traces both the development of English literature and the 

development of Medieval English society, as we trace the transition from a 

shame culture to a guilt culture.

Module code: ENG20430  Credits: 5
Modern American Literature
‘Make it new’ was Ezra Pound’s view of the fundamental role of the Modernist 

writer, yet it is an indication of the complexity of American Modernism that 

the writers involved approach the ‘new’ in radically different ways.

Module code: ENG20490  Credits: 5
Romanticism
This course will introduce students to the Romantic period of literature, 

which falls approximately between the French Revolution (1789) and the 

ascent of Victoria to the British throne (1837). The Romantic period was one 

of peculiar eventfulness.

Module code: FS10020  Credits: 5
Intro to Film & Media Theory
This module follows and builds on the knowledge of visual language and 

analysis skills introduced in FS10010 Perspectives on Media 1. In Spring, 

students will be introduced to a variety of approaches to interpreting and 

understanding media in context.
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Module code: FS20130  Credits: 5
History of Television
This module approaches the history of television from an institutional, 

formal and cultural perspective. In examining the inception of television 

broadcasting in the UK and the USA, students will encounter concepts such 

as the ‘public service’ ethos.

Module code: FS20150  Credits: 5
Documentary and Society
Mediated Identities are not a uniquely modern phenomenon, but the media 

by which our personal and social identities have been mediated may be 

situated particularly within the emergence of visual culture in the 20th 

century and its development through the 21st.

Module code: ENG10220  Credits: 5
Literature and Crisis
What good is literature in a crisis? Literature and Crisis introduces students 

to the key ways in which literature has engaged with urgent social, political 

and cultural crises throughout history, from medieval responses to the Black 

Death to contemporary novels of climate crisis.

Module code: FS20180  Credits: 5
Global Bollywood
The term “Bollywood” (a blend of Bombay and Hollywood) is often used 

to describe Hindi films produced out of the Indian film industry based in 

Mumbai (formerly Bombay). Bollywood today is more than just cinema: it has 

become a global culture industry.

Module code: FS20190  Credits: 5
Screen Comedy
This module traces screen comedy from the earliest examples found in silent 

cinema through to its contemporary manifestations in the humorous memes 

and viral videos that proliferate throughout the Internet.

Individual module details are subject to change. 

Full, up-to-date information is available at www.ucd.ie/openlearning
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School of History
The School of History at UCD is the perfect environment for anyone who has a 

love of history. 

Its modules – all taught by experts in their field who bring their new research 

to the classroom – create for everyone the opportunity to explore the past. 

Sometimes this can mean looking afresh at what might appear to be familiar 

subjects and on other occasions it means investigating entirely new areas of 

study. It is this willingness to embrace new ideas and new approaches that 

defines the School of History.
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Autumn Trimester 
(September to December)

Module code: HIS 10310  Credits: 5
Ireland’s English Centuries
In 1460, only a tiny number did not speak Irish, by 1800 English was spoken 

by well over half the population. During these 340 years Ireland experienced 

massive transfers of land-holding, invasions, bitter civil war and a huge 

expansion of population. This module explains the complex blend of 

identities, allegiances and social changes that shaped the past and continue 

to shape the Irish present.

Module code: HIS 10070  Credits: 5
Modern Europe, 1500-2000
This module offers a sweeping introduction to some of the momentous 

changes which have taken place in Europe over the past five hundred years. 

It explores some of the major landmarks in Europe’s social, political, and 

economic development.

Module code: HIS10450  Credits: 5
Radicals and Revolutionaries
Details forthcoming - check www.ucd.ie/openlearning for more info.

Module code: DSCY10120  Credits: 5
Contagion & Control; Global Health since 1800
Were we always so vulnerable to disease? And how did previous generations 

deal with emerging and existing health challenges? Contagion & Control 

draws on new research from across the medical humanities and sciences to 

introduce students to over 200 years of disease control efforts.

Module code: HIS 21180  Credits: 5
Migration and environment in Ireland, 1500-1800
In Ireland, as internationally, the period from 1500 to 1800 was characterised 

by major political, economic and social change. Recently, historians have 

placed increasing emphasis on the impact of early modern environmental 

and demographic transformation at a time of sustained political upheaval 

and social reorganisation.

Continues...
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Module code: HIS21270  Credits: 5
France since the Revolution
This module is a broad survey of modern French history. The lectures will 

provide a chronological spine and focus on selected topics in political and 

social history from 1789 to 1989; the seminars will be devoted in the main to 

topics in cultural and intellectual history.

Module code: HIS 20460  Credits: 5
Islam & Christianity
The first part of this module will examine how Muhammad’s revolutionary 

new message gave rise to a vibrant culture that changed the east and west 

forever. Who was Mohammad and what was his message? Why was Islam 

so successful? How did it transform the ancient world? The second part 

of the module will consider the continuation of the Arab conquests in the 

Mediterranean and southern Europe between the 8th and 10th centuries CE 

and the Christian recovery of territory in the 11th century. Throughout the 

module relations between the two faith communities will be studied through 

texts.

Module code: HIS 21220  Credits: 5
Modern China Since 1600
This survey course is designed to give students an introduction to the history 

of modern China from the 1600’s to the twenty first century. It is organised 

both chronologically and thematically, giving students an understanding of 

the key forces that have shaped modern China.

Module code: HIS 21210  Credits: 5
Spanish Civil War
This module examines the economic, social, political, cultural and religious 

roots of the Spanish Civil War (1936-39) and places them within the wider 

international historical context. The domestic causes of the military coup 

in July 1936 will be explored in conjunction with a focus on ideals and 

ideologies and other key factors that favoured its internationalisation and 

ultimately led to foreign intervention.

Module code: HIS10460  Credits: 5
Animal Histories
Details forthcoming - check www.ucd.ie/openlearning for more info.

https://www.ucd.ie/all/cometoucd/applying/openlearning/
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Module code: HIS 21230  Credits: 5
Weimar Germany. Politics, art and the death of a democracy
How do democracies die? It is one of the most important questions facing 

our times. This course covers the rise and fall of Germany’s first democracy: 

the Weimar Republic (1918-1933). This course examines the lessons of the 

Weimar Republic from the perspectives of politics, art, and culture. 

Module code: HIS 32460  Credits: 5
Conquering Ireland, 1579-1691
In the period examined by this course, Ireland became the subject of three 

major military conquests, each of which resulted in significant bloodshed 

and political and social dislocation. This module examines the expansion of 

English state authority in late Tudor Ireland, in its first section focusing in 

particular on the Desmond Rebellion, the Munster Plantation and the Nine 

years War seeking to understand why conflict became so endemic and 

widespread in the island during this period.

Module code: HIS 32700  Credits: 5
Digital Revolutions
The aim of the module is to provide a history of the current and emerging media 

technologies and their impact on exchange of information in contemporary society.

Module code: DSCY 10050  Credits: 5
Wars: Ancient and Modern
This module will introduce students to the changing character of war from 

ancient times to the present, highlighting the latest research results on 

a large variety of conflicts and themes: wars, piracy and civil wars in the 

ancient world, the Viking conquests in Europe, the Crusades, the Wars of 

Religion, the Napoleonic Wars of the 19th century and the American Civil 

War to the total wars of the 20th century. Offered again in Spring.

Module code: HIS 20780  Credits: 5
History of Science
This module provides a broad outline of the history of science, from ancient 

times to the present, and incorporates a number of fields of study that we 

today consider to be ‘scientific’. It traces a line from the earliest conceptions 

of the universe to the evolving views of mankind’s relationship with his world, 

through the Scientific Revolution to current and emerging scientific theories 

that challenge our very notions of reality itself. Offered again in Spring.
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Spring Trimester 
(January to May)

Module code: HIS 10080  Credits: 5
Rome to Renaissance
This module provides an introduction to European history during the middle 

ages, from the fall of Rome in the fifth century to the Renaissance of the later 

fourteenth and fifteenth centuries. 

Module code: HIS 10320  Credits: 5
The Making of Modern Ireland, 1800-2000
This course takes students through two centuries of modern Irish history, 

examining key events, themes and milestones from the Act of Union between 

Britain and Ireland in 1800 to the collapse of the Irish economy in the early 

twenty-first century. 

Module code: HIS10440  Credits: 5
US 1776-1991
This module explores the development of the United States from the 

founding of the republic to the end of the Cold War, from the creation of a 

federal government with limits on its powers to the emergence of the United 

States as a sole superpower. Particular attention is paid to the evolution 

of government in the United States and the development of distinct ideas 

about American national identity. 

Module code: HIS 20960  Credits: 5
Living, Loving and Dying in 19th-Century Ireland
This module explores the forces which shaped Irish society in the nineteenth 

and early twentieth centuries from the perspective of ordinary lives and 

everyday experiences, experiences of sickness and health, love and marriage, 

birth and death, crime and punishment, getting and spending. 
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Module code: HIS 21170  Credits: 5
The Making of the Middle East
In this lecture and module we examine a number of myths around the 

relationship between religion and violence in the Modern Middle East. 

In this module, we critically interrogate the most central cornerstones—

sectarianism, artificial borders, for example—of the myth of ‘Muslim rage’ and 

come to understand how such ideas have shaped imperial and neo-imperial 

policy in the region from the nineteenth century to the present.

Module code: HIS 20820  Credits: 5
Nazi Germany
The course provides an overview over some of the most important aspects 

of Nazi Germany – covering political, cultural, social and military history. The 

module provides insights into one of the darkest, most disturbing and most 

formative periods of modern European history.

Module code: HIS 20950  Credits: 5
European Statecraft, Strategy and Culture
This module examines who the great personalities of the age were, and 

who and what formed their mindsets and inspired them to the significant 

achievements that reversed the rot, rescued their peoples and brought 

about the rise of the nation-states as great powers with political and cultural 

influence on the world stage from the sixteenth to the twentieth centuries.

Continues...
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Module code: HIS 32380  Credits: 5
Genocide and Mass Violence in the Twentieth Century
Was the twentieth century uniquely violent? If so, why? This course explores 

the question of genocide and mass violence in the twentieth-century world. 

In this class, we will engage with theories of genocide and political violence, 

and also examine the validity of these explanations for the causes and 

consequences of mass violence by examining four case studies in depth.

Module code: HIS 32310  Credits: 5
Revolutionary Russia, 1905-1921
In under twenty years, Russia experienced three revolutions, world war, civil 

war, the collapse of the three-hundred-year-old Romanov dynasty, and the 

rise of the Soviet state. This course examines the causes and consequences 

of these tumultuous years from 1905 to 1921, exploring the rich political, 

social, intellectual and cultural world of revolutionary Russia. 

Module code: DSCY 10050  Credits: 5
Wars: Ancient and Modern
Repeat of Autumn module - see details above.

Module code: HIS 20780  Credits: 5
History of Science
Repeat of Autumn module - see details above.

Individual module details are subject to change. 

Full, up-to-date information is available at www.ucd.ie/openlearning

http://www.ucd.ie/openlearning
http://www.ucd.ie/openlearning
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School of Irish, Celtic 
Studies and Folklore
This is a vibrant multi-disciplinary School with a specific focus on Irish and 

Celtic culture and traditions, and on Irish language, literature and society in a 

national and international context. Den fháilte an fhéile!

Modules in Irish cover the evolution of Irish language and literature from 

1200AD to present day Modern Irish language, media and literature. The 

study of Folklore looks at the nature of popular tradition and the way in 

which it is transmitted. Modules on Celtic Civilisation enable students to 

form an overview of the history, literature, language and culture of the Celts. 

Interdisciplinary modules in Irish Studies ensure excellent insights and enhance 

the understanding of Ireland in a global context.
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Autumn Trimester 
(September to December)

Module code: CCIV10010  Credits: 5
Intro to Celtic Civilization
This introductory module provides students with an overview of the origins, 

languages, literatures and mythologies of the Celts from prehistoric to 

medieval times. It forms a solid foundation from which students can progress 

to study the legacy of the Celts in greater detail at stages 2 and 3. All texts 

will be read in translation, supported by critical reading, and no previous 

knowledge of a Celtic language is required. 

Module code: CCIV10040   Credits: 5
Vikings in the Celtic World
This course will consider the Viking experience of the Celtic-speaking lands 

and how the Vikings, through both confrontation and collaboration, had a 

transformative impact on that world between c. 780 – 1020.

Module code: IR10050   Credits: 5
Irish for Beginners
This is an Irish language module aimed at complete beginners. It is designed 

for students who have not previously studied Irish and students who have no 

knowledge of the Irish language or know only a few words and phrases.

This module will be an introduction to the Irish language in which students 

are required to participate actively and devote time to autonomous learning. 

Emphasis will be placed on developing the four language skills. (Offered 

again in Spring)
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Module code: IRFL10010   Credits: 5
Introduction to Folklore
This module is designed to give students a comprehensive overview of 

what is meant by the term ‘folklore’, and to introduce them to the academic 

study of the subject. In the course of the module, folklore is defined and 

described in its many manifestations, and students learn about some of 

the more important sources for the study of folklore and popular tradition, 

in Ireland and abroad. Examples of both oral tradition and material culture 

are examined, including narrative and storytelling, vernacular architecture, 

traditional belief systems and views of the otherworld, and popular custom 

and practice. 

Module code: IRST10010  Credits: 5
Intro to Irish Studies
This interdisciplinary module introduces students to a variety of questions, 

methods, and concepts underlying Irish Studies. A central theme of the 

lectures examines the processes through which identity is constructed 

through time. The course material raises a series of provocative and 

stimulating questions about concepts of Ireland and Irishness. This 

introductory module incorporates themes and methods from a broad range 

of related disciplines including history, archaeology, literature, film, art, music, 

sport, politics and folklore. 

Individual module details are subject to change. 

Full, up-to-date information is available at www.ucd.ie/openlearning
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Spring Trimester 
(January to May)

Module code: CCIV10020  Credits: 5
Early Ireland: Continuity & Change
The course is designed as an introduction to early Irish society and culture. 

The period we cover was one of great change for Irish society – the arrival of 

Christianity with a new language, the rise of new, forceful power groupings 

and the opportunities and challenges posed by the intrusion of the Vikings. 

Underlying these transformations there was continuity and we will examine 

the evidence for the survival of earlier belief – in the burial record and in the 

role of women in the administration of associated rituals. 

Module code: CCIV10030  Credits: 5
The British Celts
The module gives an overview of the early history of the Celts and other 

peoples in Britain. After outlining what we know of Late Iron Age Britain, we 

study the wide-ranging changes caused by Roman Conquest, and examine 

what can be learned from various types of evidence about aspects of daily 

life, art and religion.

Module code: CCIV20070  Credits: 5
Poets, Power and Performance
This module, offered by Celtic Studies and Folklore, is interdisciplinary by 

nature but at its core are languages and literatures in the Celtic languages. 

It explores the role of the poet and the power of words in Ireland, extending 

from the present day back to the earliest written evidence.

Module code: IR10050  Credits: 5
Irish for Beginners
Repeat of Autumn module - see details above.
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Module code: IRST10020  Credits: 5
Introduction to Irish Cultural Studies
This module considers key themes, topics, debates and controversies in Irish 

culture, focusing particularly on the representation of Irishness and Irish 

culture in literature, film, drama and art history. Some key issues that will be 

explored include: Cultural Nationalism; The Literary Revival; The Myth of the 

West; Dublin in cultural representation; Gender and Nation; Commemoration 

and Memory; Institutional Abuse Scandals; Race and Immigration; Class; 

Prosperity, Recession, and Austerity.

Module code: IRFL10040  Credits: 5
Ethnography of the Everyday
Listening, observing, and sensing the world around us are essential 

components in the field of folkloristics. In this module we will explore 

the objectives of ethnography in both the positivist and interpretivist 

frameworks and identify research questions and technological methods of 

documentation in conducting the design and application of field research.

Module code: IRFL10020  Credits: 5
Folklore and the Imagination
Folklore functions in both the personal and social spheres of life. Much of its 

appeal lies in its artistic and aesthetic qualities, for its imaginative patterns 

work themselves out in a variety of ways - the fanciful play upon events in 

oral narrative, the apt choice of words in a proverb, or the concretising of 

feelings in folk poetry. In a social sense, people develop a series of shared 

customs and communal activities that make life more meaningful and 

dramatic. Special attention will be paid to seasonal and religious festivals, 

and the lore and pastimes associated with them.

Individual module details are subject to change. 

Full, up-to-date information is available at www.ucd.ie/openlearning
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School of Languages, 
Cultures and Linguistics
The School of Languages, Cultures and Linguistics is a multidisciplinary 

academic unit made up of five subjects: French and Francophone Studies, 

German Studies, Italian Studies, Linguistics and Spanish and Portuguese. 

Staff research interests are manifold spanning the languages, literatures, 

politics and histories, drama, film and the fine arts of these European cultures 

and beyond. The School also houses the only full undergraduate programme 

in Linguistics in the Republic. Research in linguistics focuses on lesser-used 

languages, local indigenous languages (Irish, Irish English), Creole languages, 

Semitic languages, structural aspects of language (phonology, syntax, 

morphology), sociolinguistics, corpus linguistics, language contact and 

language teaching.
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Autumn Trimester 
(September to December)

Module code: FR10120   Credits: 5
Reading Short French Texts
This is a level-one module in French Literature, which focuses on short 

genres, namely poetry, fables and tales (les contes). It concentrates on the 

skills of close textual reading, and develops those skills through the analysis 

of a range of texts from the sixteenth century to the contemporary period.

Module code: FR20050  Credits: 5
Intro to Enlightenment (18th century)
This module proposes a discovery of the Enlightenment of eighteenth-

century pre-revolutionary France through its literature and via the history 

of ideas. Three texts will be chosen for scrutiny from amongst key thinkers 

and writers of the century. Authors studied in the past include Françoise 

de Graffigny, Isabelle de Charrière, Marie-Jeanne Riccoboni, Voltaire, Jean-

Jacques Rousseau, and Denis Diderot.

Module code: GER10010  Credits: 5
German Language I a
This is a level 1 module for students who have studied German to Leaving 

Cert level or have an equivalent standard. GER10010 aims to provide a 

strong foundation for the study of German language (and culture) at third 

level. Reading, writing, oral, aural and grammar competences are taught in 

an integrated way, using both a coursebook and authentic materials that 

provide insights into the cultures and societies of the German-speaking 

world. 

Module code: GER10100  Credits: 5
German Beginners A
This language module is aimed at students with no or very little prior 

formal knowledge of German. The main focus lies on enabling students 

to communicate and exchange information in a simple way. The module 

will provide students with a basic foundation in the language across the 

four main competencies (speaking, writing, listening and reading), and will 

introduce them to some cultural aspects of the German speaking countries.

Continues...
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Module code: GER10140  Credits: 5
Reading German Literature
This is a level 1 module for students of German (non-beginners) or any 

students with German who want to read German literature. All students 

should have reached at least level A2 on the Common European Framework 

of Reference or have taken Honours German in the Leaving Certificate.

The module aims to introduce students to the reading and analysis of short 

literary texts in German (poetry and short prose) and in the process further 

their language learning.

Module code: GER20190  Credits: 5
Adapting the Grimms
The two volumes of Jakob and Wilhelm Grimm’s Kinder- und Hausmärchen 

were first published in 1812 and 1815. Extended and revised by the Grimms 

themselves, translated into many languages, adapted and rewritten for stage 

and screen, parodied and modernised, tales like those of Hänsel and Gretel, 

are probably known to millions of people. The module introduces students to 

the theoretical concept of adaptation. 

Module code: GER20230  Credits: 5
Transcultural Encounters 1
As a result of the bilateral agreement between Turkey and West Germany 

in 1961, Turks are now Germany’s largest minority and Berlin has one of the 

largest Turkish populations of any city. This module will equip students with 

an in-depth knowledge of post-War Germany’s history, society and cultural 

landscape from the Turkish-German perspective through analysis of a diverse 

selection of poems from the ’70s to the present day, including rap and hip-

hop.
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Module code: LING10020  Credits: 5
Language Acquisition & Disruption
This module introduces the areas of Linguistics that focus on two related 

aspects of Language study: Language Acquisition and Language Disorders. 

The first part of the module examines both first language acquisition from 

birth and second language acquisition by individuals who already have a 

complete first language. The second part introduces the area of Linguistics 

that concerns itself with the study of language disorders and language 

impairment. 

Module code: LING10030  Credits: 5
Sounds in Language
This module introduces the area of Linguistics that deals with the description 

and classification of the sounds found in human languages - Articulatory 

Phonetics - and the related area that deals with the structure of sound 

systems in languages- Phonology. Data from a number of languages are 

analysed and cross-linguistic generalisations established. The acquisition of 

the sound system (child phonology) is also looked at.

Module code: GER30190  Credits: 5
Youth & Cruelty in Modernism
Hardly any period of the human life cycle is idealised as regularly and as 

wildly as youth. However, as is often the case with ideals, the reality is 

sometimes very different. This module will focus on several novels and 

novellas from German Modernist literature, Robert Walser’s “Jakob von

Gunten”, Robert Musil’s “Die Verwirrungen des Zöglings Törleß” and Arthur

Schnitzler’s “Der Sohn”.

Individual module details are subject to change. 

Full, up-to-date information is available at www.ucd.ie/openlearning
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Spring Trimester 
(January to May)

Module code: FR10070  Credits: 5
French Grammar & Expression
This is a level-one non-beginners module in French language.

Students are most welcome to take this module even if they have not 

taken Level 1 French in autumn semester. This module builds on the basic 

communicative proficiency, language awareness and cultural awareness 

acquired through the Irish Leaving Certificate programme (we recommend 

that only students who have attained at least a C grade in Honours Leaving 

Certificate French (or the equivalent level) take this module).

Module code: FR30280  Credits: 5
Diderot
Denis Diderot (1713-84), key inventive figure behind the vast French 

Enlightenment project L’Encyclopédie, was one of the most radical and 

original writers of 18th-century France. In this module, students engage in 

close reading and literary analysis of a number of Diderot’s key prose texts 

across different genres (e.g. a choice from: novel/ satire/ philosophical 

dialogue/ short story), while situating them within the challenging 

contemporary Enlightenment and pre-revolutionary literary world.

Module code: GER10020  Credits: 5
German Language I b
This is a level 1 module for students who have studied German to Leaving 

Cert level or have an equivalent standard. GER10010 German Language Ia 

is not a prerequisite for this module, although this module builds on the 

work from Ia. GER10020 aims to provide a strong foundation for the study 

of German language (and culture) at third level, and is also available as an 

elective for those who want to improve their German. Reading, writing, oral, 

aural and grammar competences are taught in an integrated way, using both 

a coursebook and authentic materials that provide socio-cultural insights 

into the German-speaking world. 
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Module code: GER10110  Credits: 5
German Beginners B
This language module is a continuation of GER 10100 (German Beginners 

A). Students should thus have reached level A1 of the Common European 

Framework. The module will further develop students’ receptive and 

productive language skills across the four main competencies (speaking, 

writing, listening and reading). At the end of the module, students will be 

able to participate in basic conversations about a range of topics relating to 

everyday life. 

Module code: GER10120  Credits: 5
Spoken German for Beginners
This module focuses on oral and aural language skills and is intended 

primarily for students taking GER10100 (German Beginners A). Using a 

variety of exercises, audiovisual material and role play, students will learn 

to comprehend sentences and short dialogues in German, and master the 

production of phonetic patterns specific to the German language. 

Module code: GER10150  Credits: 5
German History on Screen
This is an introductory module for students interested in German culture, 

history and film. It focuses on a number of key events and figures in German 

history of the twentieth century, exploring how they have been portrayed in 

recent popular German-language films. Films will be in German with English 

subtitles.

Module code: GER20260  Credits: 5
Radical Thinkers
‘Radical Thinkers’ will present some of the ideas from the German-speaking 

lands that have either sparked controversy, or sought to stir up revolutionary 

thought (examples include Georg Büchner, and Marx/Engels); Others have 

a utopian dimension, e.g. the idea that ‘Perpetual Peace’ (Kant) is possible. 

Of course, radicalism can also be destructive: Although this module will not 

focus on Nazism, we will examine the rise of anti-Semitism (focusing on 

Hannah Arendt’s account in “The Origins of Totalitarianism”). This module 

will introduce a range of essays or excerpts from longer texts spanning the 

18th century to the 20th century.

Continues...
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Module code: GER30120  Credits: 5
Transcultural Encounters 2
Due to post-war labour migration and various waves of political refugees, 

Germany has a growing number of Muslim minority citizens. This has led 

both to the creation of new identities and to intercommunal tensions. This 

module aims to provide students with contextual information about Islam 

and its position in contemporary German society. They will gain an insight 

into the debates surrounding Islam and how these are shaped by important 

writers, filmmakers, theatre directors and intellectuals.

Module code: GER30220  Credits: 5
Franz Kafka’s Strange World
Kafka’s stories and novels have fascinated generations of readers. His fiction 

has added the word ‘kafkaesque’ to the modern dictionary for the experience 

of a largely illegible world which is governed by obscure systems and 

abstract modern institutions. In this module we will explore Kafka’s fiction, 

from his short prose and short stories to his great novel Der Proceß, with a 

view to analysing what earned his works the label ‘kafkaesque’. 

Module code: ITAL10080  Credits: 5
Making Italy
Italy, as a united and independent state, came into existence in 1861, but prior 

to that a sense of being Italian was evident in some of the writings of Italy’s 

foremost intellectuals. Whether these writers created in their readers a sense 

of being Italian and to what extent, even today, Italians prioritise a sense of 

‘Italian-ness’ has been and continues to be the subject of much debate. This 

module will focus on three crucial aspects of ‘Italian-ness’, leading to the 

creation of modern Italy: - the emergence of Italian as a regional (Tuscan) 

dialect which became, first a literary standard - an introduction to the literature 

of Italy’s Medieval and Renaissance periods - the process of Unification and its 

ensuing problems, as well as an overview of key Italian literary movements of 

the 20th century with a particular focus on one short story. 
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Module code: LING10010  Credits: 5
Language Use and Communication
This module introduces students to the study of language in its social and 

cultural context (Sociolinguistics and Pragmatics). It examines different 

communication systems and how they are used and perceived. The module 

introduces students to various social and cultural variables and their impact 

on language use.

Module code: LING10040  Credits: 5
Words and Sentences
This module focuses on the processes by which natural language constructs 

words (Morphology), phrases and sentences (Syntax). The content is 

formal in nature and involves a substantial amount of abstraction aimed at 

capturing underlying patterns of distribution, the formulation of grammatical 

rules and the representation of structures in the form of diagrams, in addition 

to related technical terminology.

Module code: LING10050  Credits: 5
Introduction to Linguistics
This module provides an introduction to the main areas of Linguistics and 

language study. It covers Phonetics (the sounds used by Human Languages), 

Phonology (the analysis of how sounds are organised in specific languages), 

Morphology (how words are constructed in languages), Syntax (how 

phrases and sentences are constructed in languages), Semantics (the study 

of meaning in words and phrases), and Pragmatics (how meaning can be 

inferred in language from context). It also provides an analysis of current 

theories of Language Acquisition and Language Impairment.

Individual module details are subject to change. 

Full, up-to-date information is available at www.ucd.ie/openlearning
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School of Music
Music is a universal form of expression, one that captures our imagination 

in countless ways. In UCD, we equip students with the skills necessary to 

understand a wide variety of musical practices. 

Study music in UCD if you love performing, listening to, and talking about 

music. Develop your musicianship through both theory and performance. 

Deepen your knowledge of musical history and cultures. Analyse the important 

role music plays in contemporary life. Learn how to research and write about 

specific musical genres and topics. Find out why music is such a central part of 

being human.
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Autumn Trimester 
(September to December)

Module code: MUS10150  Credits: 5
Writing about Music
This module examines some of the key principles in writing about music. 

Those principles include style, tone, persuasive argumentation, and 

appropriate structure.

Module code: MUS20310  Credits: 5
Popular Music and Culture
This module examines the development of Western Popular Music from 

the 1950s to the present day. Although the course content is arranged 

chronologically, the course is not an exhaustive survey. Rather, each week 

focuses on a selected genre or thread in modern popular music, from rock 

and roll to hip-hop to underground and dance music; by examining these 

genres and threads, students are introduced to theoretical frameworks by 

which they can analyse and understand the music in question. 

Module code: MUS20400  Credits: 5
Early European Music
This module introduces students to the music of the Medieval, Renaissance 

and Baroque eras of European musical history. Students will examine six key 

topics encompassing the development of music in each of the eras under 

consideration. In addition, students will be expected to prepare for lectures 

by familiarising themselves with the contents of the prescribed textbook. 

Lectures will focus on the following topics: the invention of notation; the 

emergence of polyphony; institutions and patronage; imitative counterpoint; 

the invention of opera; the rise of instrumental music.

Module code: MUS31180  Credits: 10
Music, Sound and the Moving Image
This course is an introduction to important critical issues in the study of 

music and the moving image. The aim of the course is to present students 

with analytical tools and theoretical perspectives for understanding music 

and the moving image. It does so through the study of characteristic 

examples from multimedia texts alongside significant works of scholarship.
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Module code: MUS10200 Credits: 5
Listening to Music
Listening to Music offers students the opportunity to develop critical 

listening skills through the close study of a number of musical works 

from diverse traditions and practices. Each week, a listening ‘challenge’ is 

introduced alongside a specific case study, and students are provided with 

the materials necessary to understand and work through these challenges. 

General topics covered include teleology and time, development and 

dissolution, motive and narrative, absolutism and individualism, and hearing 

difference. 
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Spring Trimester 
(January to May)

Module code: MUS10120  Credits: 5
Music, Culture & Society
While the experience of listening to music is fleeting, the discourses and 

artefacts of musical performance are rooted firmly in the conventions, 

conditions, and institutions of human society. In this module students will 

be introduced to the ways in which music is situated in social and historical 

conditions. 

Module code: MUS20080  Credits: 5
Musics of the World
In this module, we will examine the nature of music and its place in human 

life through the study and analysis of musical traditions from around the 

world. Our inquiries center on both the phenomenology of music ‘itself’ and 

the role that music plays in culture. Towards this end, our work comprises 

two main areas: close listening, analysis, and experiences of music, and 

readings that detail ethnomusicological approaches to these encounters.

Module code: MUS20610  Credits: 5
Music in Ireland
This module provides students with both a thorough introduction and an 

experiential immersion in the music of Ireland, and aims to encompass all 

its richness and variety. No previous knowledge of Irish musical history is 

required and neither is it necessary to be able to read musical notation. 

The module will engage with the music of Ireland from the medieval period 

to the present day and will encompass three principal types of music – 

Traditional, Classical and Popular.

Module code: MUS20410  Credits: 5
Music History Since 1750
The module provides a survey of the history of Western art music from 

around 1750 until the early 21st century. It will feature the development of 

musical styles, aesthetics, issues of cultural history in general, questions of 

intentionality and reception, nationalism, exoticism, race and gender.

Individual module details are subject to change. 

Full, up-to-date information is available at www.ucd.ie/openlearning
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Lochlann Quinn  
School of Business
The UCD Lochlann Quinn School of Business is a progressive and engaging 

learning environment which places a strong emphasis on independent thought 

and academic excellence. 

Welcoming students from over 40 different countries, we encourage our 

undergraduates to expand their horizons, encounter and engage with diverse 

perspectives and experience new ways of thinking all within our modern 

learning environment. Our technology enabled classrooms, varied assessment 

methodologies and engaging teaching practices have all contributed to this 

unique learning experience for our students. Knowing that life in a University 

environment can be challenging, the Quinn School also provides a range 

of academic and pastoral supports to help students transition to 3rd level 

education. 
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Autumn Trimester 
(September to December)

Module code: BMGT10160 Credits: 5
Global Marketplace
For the new student, the world of business can appear daunting. In reality, 

however, we all have direct exposure to, and knowledge of, global business, 

thanks to the products we buy, the places we visit, and the news stories 

that we hear every day. Hence this module is a preliminary foray into global 

business, introducing key global business concepts at an introductory level.

Module code: ACC10060 Credits: 5
Accounting for non-Business students
This module will provide students with an introduction to financial and 

management accounting. Among the areas covered are: the nature and 

purpose of accounting; the users of accounting information; preparation and 

interpretation of Trading, Profit and Loss Accounts, Balance Sheets; VAT.

Module code: BMGT10140 Credits: 5
Business Plan
This is a core course on the preparation of a Business Plan for a new 

business start-up. The key elements of a Business Plan are examined such 

as Formulating Objectives and Goals, Environmental analysis, Marketing 

Strategy selection, Operational Strategy selection Competitive analysis and 

Financial Strategy selection.

Module code: BMGT20050 Credits: 5
International Management
This introductory module focuses on the challenges and opportunities 

associated with organizational management and business strategy in the 

global environment. Students will gain a general overview of the process 

and effect of internationalization in contemporary business, along with an 

introduction to theories, concepts and skills relevant to managing effectively 

in today’s global environment.
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Spring Trimester 
(January to May)

Module code: ACC10060 Credits: 5
Accounting for non-Business students
Repeat of Autumn module - see details above.

Module code: BMGT10140 Credits: 5
Business Plan
Repeat of Autumn module - see details above.

Module code: BMGT20050 Credits: 5
International Management
Repeat of Autumn module - see details above.

Module code: BMGT10060 Credits: 5
Introduction to Management
This module focuses on the principles and practice of management. Students 

will be provided with insights on the functional areas of management along 

with the options firms / organisations have with respect to organisational 

structure

Module code: BMGT10130 Credits: 5
Mastering University Learning
Mastering University Learning is aimed at any students wishing to improve 

their academic and professional efficiencies and effectiveness through a 

range of learning and development strategies.

Module code: BMGT10150 Credits: 5
Project Management
This module will cover topics such as planning, scheduling, budgeting, 

quality, leadership and risk management which are some of the key issues 

that need to be understood and practiced by managers to realise successful 

project delivery.

Continues...
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Module code: MIS10040 Credits: 5
Web Design and Analytics
This module is designed to familiarise students with key concepts central to 

web design and web analytics and also provides a guide to implementing 

a successful web site and web analytics strategy. The module involves both 

conceptual and practical aspects

Module code: MIS10050 Credits: 5
Digital Technologies in Business
Information systems are an integral part of all business activities and careers. 

This course is designed to introduce students to contemporary information 

systems and demonstrate how these systems are used throughout global 

organisations.

Individual module details are subject to change. 

Full, up-to-date information is available at www.ucd.ie/openlearning

http://www.ucd.ie/openlearning
http://www.ucd.ie/openlearning
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School of Archaeology
UCD School of Archaeology is Ireland’s leading centre of archaeology. Our 

mission is to inspire people in best archaeological practices and the values of 

cultural heritage through excellence in research, teaching and public outreach.

Our undergraduate modules range from reviews of methods, techniques 

and the history of the discipline, through to specific themes, such as: the 

Archaeology of Food and Experiment Arch & Ancient Technology. Our 

modules use a wide range of continuous assessment, from essays to posters, 

and a small number of exams.
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Autumn Trimester 
(September to December)

Module code: ARCH10010 Credits: 5
Exploring Archaeology
Archaeology explores how people in the past created and inhabited worlds 

that were often very different from our own. This module will give you a 

general introduction to this exciting and engaging subject, enabling you to 

understand basic archaeological principles, methods and techniques.

Module code: ARCH10160 Credits: 5
The Human Past
This module will provide an introduction to the archaeology of the 

prehistoric and historic world through examining key points in the 

development of ancient human societies. e.g. the emergence of Homo 

Sapiens, and its spread across all parts of the world, the development of 

agriculture and the transition from nomadic to settled societies, the invention 

of metalworking and other technologies, the emergence of early states and 

empires. 

Module code: ARCH20510 Credits: 5
Archaeology of Landscapes
This module will explore how archaeologists discover, investigate and 

interpret archaeological landscapes. Through lectures and workshops, it 

will introduce students to the concept of landscape, and equip them with 

an understanding of the role of different methods in modern archaeological 

practice. 

Module code: ARCH20600 Credits: 5
Archaeological Science
Archaeology is a subject that uses techniques and approaches from many 

other disciplines. In recent years developments in scientific techniques 

have opened up exciting possibilities and allowed us to start to approach 

questions that even a few years ago would have seemed impossible. This 

module provides a broad overview of the range of approaches and then 

provides a more detailed look at how some of these are applied through 

targeted case studies and themes.
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Module code: ARCH20570 Credits: 5
Cultural Heritage Management & Sustainability
In this module we will explore issues surrounding the concepts of cultural 

heritage, and the management of archaeological heritage. We will look at 

what cultural heritage is, and how the concept varies with place, time and 

social group. 

Module code: ARCH30500 Credits: 5
Experimental Archaeology and Ancient Technologies
Using traditional and social scientific approaches, experimental archaeology 

investigates how people in the past built and occupied houses, managed 

and interacted with their landscapes, made objects using sophisticated 

knowledge of materials and how natural processes have impacted 

archaeological remains. This module introduces you to experimental 

archaeology and ancient technologies, through a field school held in the 

week immediately prior to Week 1 (Autumn Trimester) at the UCD Centre 

for Experimental Archaeology and Material Culture, at Roebuck, on the 

University College Dublin campus. 

Module code: ARCH30170 Credits: 5
Combat Archaeology
This course places weapons, the artefacts of combat and war, at its heart. 

Through these we shall investigate the practical and personal applications of 

weapons in the context of combat, and the social, personal, and individual 

implications that arise from their development and especially their practical 

use. We shall begin with the early Prehistoric appearance of weapons, and 

trace their role during the Bronze Age, Greek and Roman World, into the 

Mediaeval and Early Modern periods.

Individual module details are subject to change. 

Full, up-to-date information is available at www.ucd.ie/openlearning
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Spring Trimester 
(January to May)

Module code: ARCH10050 Credits: 5
Introduction to the Archaeology of Ireland
The spectacular archaeological heritage of Ireland indicates that people have 

been living on this island for at least 10,000 years. This module explores how 

Ireland’s rich and diverse archaeological record of monuments, landscapes 

and objects tells the stories of those people and their ways of life from early 

hunter-gatherer times to the present.

Module code: ARCH10150 Credits: 5
Anthropology: an introduction
This module provides an introduction to the discipline of anthropology 

- the study of humans and human diversity in the present and the past. 

Anthropology examines the diversity of human societies and cultures across 

space and time.

Module code: ARCH20500 Credits: 5
Archaeology of Things
We live in a material world, with objects communicating things about us and 

our communities. In the modern world we are also increasingly surrounded 

by things, our relationships to these things mostly classed as that of 

consumers rather than producers. ARCH20500 aims to help students look 

differently and critically at objects from the past (and the present) and to 

appreciate the huge importance material culture holds for understanding 

human society. 

Module code: ARCH20610 Credits: 5
Historical Archaeology
This module explores the archaeology of the historically-documented past. 

It starts with the rise of Christianity in medieval Europe, passes through the 

eras of the Black Death, the discovery of the New World, and the Industrial 

Revolution, and ends with globalisation in the twenty-first century.
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Module code: ARCH20620 Credits: 5
People in Prehistory
This module introduces you to the archaeology of prehistoric Europe 

including the main chronological divisions, key concepts and major debates 

relating to the complexity of hunter-gathers, the adoption of agriculture (the 

Mesolithic-Neolithic transition), population mobility and cultural interaction, 

the appearance of metals and associated social changes; as well as the rise 

of urban civilisations in the Mediterranean.

Module code: ARCH30640 Credits: 5
The Archaeology of Collapse
From the earliest written works to popular culture today, the collapse of 

ancient civilisations has been a concern for societies all over the globe. 

Cycles of growth and collapse are embedded into our understanding of the 

human story. Taking a broad approach to prehistory and early history, this 

module explores the forms of crises that were commonly experienced by a 

variety of societies and how these were responded to. 

Individual module details are subject to change. 

Full, up-to-date information is available at www.ucd.ie/openlearning
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School of Economics
UCD School of Economics is Ireland’s leading economics department. Our 

economists are experts with international reputations in a wide range of topics.

Our staff publish in leading international journals and contribute regularly to 

economic policy debates. 

Autumn Trimester 
(September to December)

Module code: ECON10720 Credits: 5
Microeconomics for Business
The aim of this module is to introduce students to core microeconomic 

principles and how they can be used to help understand decision making 

and behaviour in a business environment. The module focuses on markets as 

the principle arena where these decisions are made and stresses that both 

firms and consumers make choices under conditions of scarcity and do not 

have unlimited resources.

Module code: ECON10770 Credits: 5
Introduction to Economics
This module will introduce students to the subject of economics. Students 

will be introduced to microeconomics. We will discuss the factors that 

determine supply and demand in markets and how these determine the 

prices of the goods and services we buy as well as how much is purchased.
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Spring Trimester 
(January to May)

Module code: ECON10040 Credits: 5
Economics and Society
This module is about applying economics to understand the world around 

you. We do not assume that students have previously taken economics. 

The focus is on economics in practice, rather than in theory. It requires no 

previous knowledge of the subject, and the course is intended to cater 

particularly for those who may never take another course in economics.

Module code: ECON10720 Credits: 5
Microeconomics for Business
The aim of this module is to introduce students to core microeconomic 

principles and how they can be used to help understand decision making 

and behaviour in a business environment. The module focuses on markets as 

the principle arena where these decisions are made and stresses that both 

firms and consumers make choices under conditions of scarcity and do not 

have unlimited resources.

Module code: ECON10760 Credits: 5
Macroeconomics for Business
Macroeconomics is “big picture” economics. It looks at the economy as 

a whole and examines how it is performing. In this module, we introduce 

students to measuring the key macroeconomic variables such as GDP, 

inflation and unemployment. We explore what determines whether 

economies experience booms and recessions and the factors that influence 

unemployment and inflation.

Individual module details are subject to change. 

Full, up-to-date information is available at www.ucd.ie/openlearning
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School of Education
The School of Education is a leader in the field of education, with over 100 

years of service to the wider education community in Ireland. 

    

Our record of excellence in teaching and learning is built on a foundation of 

research excellence, recognized in the QS world subject rankings where we 

consistently achieve the highest of ratings for research activity. Our team 

of dedicated academic staff prides itself on building synergies between our 

research and teaching, giving rise to innovative programmes that respond to 

changing needs in the education system.

Autumn Trimester 
(September to December)

Module code: EDUC10170 Credits: 5
Human Learning
Do you want to become a more effective learner at college? Do you want to 

learn how to study better, take control of your motivation, and think more 

intelligently? This module will help you superpower your learning by actively 

developing core competencies for effective learning.

Module code: EDUC20030 Credits: 5
Education for Democracy
This module explores the role of education in preparing us for a democratic 

way of life. Drawing on a range of philosophical and sociological thinkers, it 

facilitates a careful engagement with some of the most pressing questions of 

our time.
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Spring Trimester 
(January to May)

Module code: EDUC10180 Credits: 5
Irish Childhoods
What is it like to be a child and grow up in Ireland today? What rights do 

children in Ireland have, and why do rights matter? This module addresses 

questions like these, and will provide an introduction to some of the key 

issues relating to childhood and children’s rights in Ireland.

Module code: EDUC10190 Credits: 5
Essay Writing at University
Open to undergraduate students across all disciplines, this module develops 

the core skills of academic literacy. It will explore how to write in a formal 

academic style and how to engage appropriately with a body of academic 

literature.

Module code: EDUC10200 Credits: 5
Young Adult Fiction
This module explores story, reading and engagement with literature in 

the lives of young people. It is open to students from all disciplinary 

backgrounds. As the young adult fiction genre attracts more and more 

critical commentary, we consider the literary text as a potent source of 

personal, philosophical and educational meaning.

Module code: EDUC10210 Credits: 5
Black Studies and Critical Race Theory
The aim of this course is to enhance critical thinking devoid of Eurocentric 

paradigms about Blacks, their achievements and struggles. It brings together 

two scholarly traditions for social change; Black Studies and Critical Race 

Theory (CRT).

Individual module details are subject to change. 

Full, up-to-date information is available at www.ucd.ie/openlearning
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School of Geography
UCD School of Geography has one of the largest undergraduate programmes 

in UCD. A vibrant graduate community internationally recognised as a centre 

of excellence in geography-specific and interdisciplinary research. 

Academic staff occupy major leadership positions in national and international 

organisations and deliver internationally recognised, academically rigorous 

undergraduate and postgraduate degrees in key areas of the discipline. We 

value collaboration in teaching and research and engagement with a diversity 

of stakeholders both within and outside the academy.
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Autumn Trimester 
(September to December)

Module code: GEOG10130 Credits: 5
Geography Matters
What is Geography as a University discipline? Where has it come from 

and what are its key foundations and milestone moments? This module 

introduces students to the discipline of Geography, its history and major 

ideas that have shaped its theory and practice.

Module code: GEOG10140 Credits: 5
Mapping a Sustainable World
This module aims to provide students with a foundation in geographical 

data, mapping, spatial analysis and writing skills. It will explore the 

organisation and manipulation of geospatial data, cognitive mapping and 

basic statistics, and will address locational considerations (e.g. coordinates 

and space), map projections, and map design.

Module code: GEOG20040 Credits: 5
Rivers, Estuaries and Coasts
This module introduces fluvial (river), estuarine and coastal environments 

from a geomorphic systems perspective. Geomorphology is the study of 

landforms, and the materials and processes involved in landform formation 

and change. The principal geomorphological focus of our study is the 

river catchment, which includes valley hillslopes, river floodplains and river 

channels themselves.

Module code: GEOG20150 Credits: 5
Quaternary Environmental Change
This module deals with the climate and Earth system processes of the 

Quaternary Period (the last 2.6 million years), exploring the key sensitivities 

and feedbacks involved in Quaternary environmental change. Consideration 

will be given to the characteristics of ongoing environmental changes and 

their relationship to trends through the Quaternary. 

Continues...
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Module code: GEOG20170 Credits: 5
Global Historical Geographies
This module will chart the evolution of human society across the globe 

examining the emergence of regions and places with distinctive identities 

and characteristics in an increasingly globalising world. In doing so it will 

introduce key concepts in historical geography that illuminate processes of 

continuity and change, linkages and ruptures and the intersections between 

power and society.

Module code: GEOG20220 Credits: 5
Intro to GIS for the Social Sciences
This module will introduce you to the use and application of a Geographic 

Information System (GIS) which allows the acquisition, processing, analysis 

and visualisation of location-based data. With the increasing application of 

GIS in research and practice across a wide range of disciplines and sectors 

(e.g. planning, demographics, health, social and environmental sciences) and, 

as such, this technical skill is valuable, transferable and highly sought after.

Module code: GEOG30180 Credits: 5
Ideas in Geography
This module will examine a range of ideas and themes that have been key to 

the evolution of Geography. It provides students with a general overview of 

the history and philosophy of the discipline, and will encourage students to 

situate their current geographical knowledge within a broader context.

Module code: GEOG30300 Credits: 5
Social/Population Geography
This module explores social and population geographies. Bringing ideas 

to life through both critical scholarly engagements with concepts, and 

practical methods, students will have the opportunity to design research that 

engages with key contemporary and historical issues in social and population 

geographies.
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Module code: LSOC10010 Credits: 5
Making the Irish Landscape
This module combines the distinct but complementary methods and 

approaches of geography, archaeology and history to explore the evolution 

of the Irish landscape from the arrival of the first people on the island to 

the present. Throughout this module, we will investigate the ways in which 

thousands of years of interaction between humans and their environment 

has given form to modern Irish rural and urban landscapes.
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Spring Trimester 
(January to May)

Module code: GEOG10080 Credits: 5
Dynamic Earth
This module introduces students to the Earth, to its environmental systems 

and to the ways in which these systems operate and change both spatially 

and temporally, producing distinctive physical geographies. Topics that are 

introduced include: the history of physical geography; the Theory of Plate 

Tectonics and the Rock Cycle; the Atmosphere, the Hydrological Cycle, 

Glacial, Fluvial and Coastal systems.

Module code: GEOG10100 Credits: 5
People, Places, Regions
People, Places, Regions introduces students to the field of Human 

Geography, which is the study of the dynamic relations between people and 

places. In this module, our aim is to gain an understanding of such complex 

processes as globalization and development, and the regional disparities in 

prosperity and inequality that result from these

Module code: GEOG20060 Credits: 5
Weather, Climate & Climate Change
The focus of this module will be on understanding the processes responsible 

for weather, climate and climate change. Lectures will introduce students to 

concepts of energy and mass exchanges within the climate system which 

give rise to circulation systems and weather patterns. We use this as the 

basis for understanding the common states of weather at a place (climate) 

and show how natural and human activities are driving climate change.

Module code: GEOG20130 Credits: 5
Cities in a Global World
By 2050, 70% of the world’s population will live in cities generating 

multifarious urban challenges. Cities are therefore very important spaces 

within which complex economic, political, cultural, and environmental 

processes are produced and experienced. This module will introduce you to 

urbanization from a global perspective. 
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Module code: GEOG20140 Credits: 5
Geography, Politics and Media
This module selects current affairs topics relevant to geography, politics and 

economics, and discusses how the mass media covers those topics, and how 

we can reach a critical understanding of those issues. Topics covered in the 

module have included: media theory, war on drugs, nuclear crises, the Arab 

Spring, and economic austerity, to name a few.

Module code: GEOG30080 Credits: 5
Development of Dublin
The main focus of this module is on the growth and development of Dublin 

during the twentieth century; a period of great change and challenge. 

Students will study the issues that the city faced, the solutions suggested 

and the effect of those solutions.

Module code: GEOG30780 Credits: 5
Quaternary Environmental Change in Ireland
This module examines the evidence for the glaciation of Ireland in the 

Quaternary Period and assesses the applicability to Ireland of global models 

of glaciation based on oxygen isotope variability in both ocean sediment 

cores and ice cores, the planet’s longest, most complete and most reliable 

environmental surrogates.

Module code: GEOG30830 Credits: 5
Geographic Information Systems
This module will introduce you to the use and application of a Geographic 

Information System (GIS) which allows the acquisition, processing, analysis 

and visualisation of location-based data. With the increasing application of 

GIS in research and practice across a wide range of disciplines and sectors 

(e.g. planning, demographics, health, social and environmental sciences) and, 

as such, this technical skill is valuable, transferable and highly sought after.
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School of Information 
and Communication 
Studies
The School of Information and Communication Studies investigates how 

information is created, organised, searched, and shared within and across 

communities, organisations and societies.

The School is the only academic institution in Ireland to provide 

undergraduate and postgraduate degrees in these fields. Our courses include 

an undergraduate degree in Information and Communication Studies and 

postgraduate courses in Information and Library Studies (accredited by the 

Library Association of Ireland), Information Systems and Digital Information 

Management.
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Autumn Trimester 
(September to December)

Module code: IS10010 Credits: 5
Information & Social Media
Information science and social media influence our everyday lives, yet we 

rarely take notice or attempt to understand their influence. This module will 

introduce students to the topics associated with information science and 

social media, from a social science perspective.

Module code: IS10050 Credits: 5
Digital Judgement
In this module, you will learn to act as intelligent digital judges, exploring the 

world of digital information and social media, to empower you to identify, 

access, evaluate, use, create and share trustworthy digital information in 

personal, professional, and academic contexts. We will also consider the 

questions of online privacy, personal reputation management and digital 

footprints, in order to understand the potential consequences of your online 

activities.

Module code: IS20010 Credits: 5
Core Competencies for Digital Citizenship
This module challenges students to develop information and digital literacy 

competencies that will make them skillful users and creators of information. 

As they construct the genealogies of prominent figures in Irish history, 

students will develop essential skills to find, evaluate, use, and manage 

information effectively in their studies, daily lives, and future careers in 

public and private enterprise.

Module code: IS20130 Credits: 5
Social Studies of ICTs
The module examines the Internet and its applications from a socio-technical 

perspective, in particular, the impact of information-communication 

technologies (ICTs) on culture, community, and society. Topics include 

censorship, privacy, digital identities, tacit knowledge, and information 

ethics.

Continues...
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Spring Trimester 
(January to May)

Module code: IS10040 Credits: 5
Info, Society, & Culture
This module introduces students to the general phenomenon of information 

creation, dissemination, and use in society, looking at historical perspectives 

and general trends.

Module code: IS10060 Credits: 5
Digital Technology
What is the difference between the Internet and the World Wide Web? What 

is a programming language? These questions and more will be answered in 

this module. It aims to provide students with a grounding in the principal 

technological components of modern information systems. 

Module code: IS20030 Credits: 5
Information & Collaboration
This module examines work practices and information systems in 

organisations. Consideration will be given to information system 

requirements and design, information processes and flows in organisations, 

and the character of formal information systems and informal 

communication patterns. 

Module code: IS20120 Credits: 5
Computer-Mediated Communication
We communicate through a wide variety of technology such as email 

and instant messaging and with the developments in artificial agents and 

robotics the role that technology has on our communication is likely to 

increase. Through this course we will explore the research area of computer-

mediated communication and how communicating with and through 

technology impacts our communication behaviours and processes. 

Individual module details are subject to change. 

Full, up-to-date information is available at www.ucd.ie/openlearning

http://www.ucd.ie/openlearning
http://www.ucd.ie/openlearning
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School of Law
The UCD Sutherland School of Law welcomes part-time students under 

the Open Learning programme to sample a taste of studying law through a 

selection of highly relevant and engaging modules.

Ranked one of the Top 50 Universities in the World for Law, UCD Sutherland 

School of Law is the leading centre for legal education and research in Ireland. 

The School of Law offers engaging undergraduate and graduate level courses, 

internationally-recognised research, and world-class educational facilities. The 

School’s ongoing objective is to be a dynamic hub for research, scholarship, 

enquiry and intellectual endeavour, shaping the law in Ireland and globally.
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Autumn Trimester 
(September to December)

Module code: LAW10270 Credits: 5
Civil Procedure
This module examines the Irish Civil Process from accrual of cause of action 

through to execution of judgment.There is also a focus on the history of civil 

procedure and the influence it has had on the development of modern civil 

law.

Module code: LAW10420 Credits: 5
Legal and Professional Skills
This five-credit module introduces students to the skills and knowledge 

which are essential to the study of Law, effective learning at university 

and professional development. Students will be given a solid foundation in 

the skills of legal research, reading and analysing legal materials and legal 

writing.

Module code: LAW30440 Credits: 5
Environmental Law & Policy
Environmental law is fundamental to how society interacts with the natural 

world around it. This module will examine the key principles of environmental 

law, its underlying philosophies, and how it is applied, at national, European 

and international levels.
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Spring Trimester 
(January to May)

Module code: LAW30310 Credits: 5
European Human Rights Law
European human rights law provides a detailed exploration on select rights 

contained within the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR).

Module code: LAW30530 Credits: 5
Criminological Theory
This module explores key theories of crime, including biological, 

psychological and sociological explanations of criminal behaviour. It 

examines both classic and recent criminological theories, investigating their 

origins, principal ideas and practical implications.

Module code: LAW10440 Credits: 5
Law in Europe
This module examines the powers and roles of key EU institutions and pays 

close attention to the European Commission and the European Courts 

(Luxembourg). It examines important EU principles such as supremacy and 

direct effect. It analyses selected areas of EU Economic Law such as free 

movement of citizens/workers/ goods throughout the EU.

Module code: LAW10450 Credits: 5
Law and Courts
This module explores the sources of law in the Irish legal system, the 

structure of the Irish courts system (both at first instance and on appeal); 

the function of judges and how they are appointed, the role of solicitors, 

barristers and other legal professionals in the Irish legal system; and access 

to justice in Ireland.

Module code: LAW10460 Credits: 5
Law and the State
Details forthcoming

Individual module details are subject to change. 

Full, up-to-date information is available at www.ucd.ie/openlearning

http://www.ucd.ie/openlearning
http://www.ucd.ie/openlearning
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School of Philosophy
We are the largest teaching and research centre for Philosophy in Ireland. 

The School of Philosophy was recognized as one of the top schools in the 

English Speaking World for graduate studies in Twentieth Century Continental 

Philosophy by the Philosophical Gourmet.

We are unique in the broad range of research and teaching interests we 

offer. Our areas of expertise include Contemporary European (Continental) 

Philosophy, Analytic Philosophy, History of Philosophy, Philosophy of Law, 

Political Philosophy and Cognitive Science. Our members of staff have 

published widely in the history of philosophy, political philosophy, philosophy 

of mind, philosophy of language, and are prominent in international academic 

circles.
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Autumn Trimester 
(September to December)

Module code: PHIL10040 Credits: 5
Introduction to Ethics
How do we know what is right or wrong? What is courageous or cowardly? 

Is an action right or wrong always and everywhere, or does it depend on the 

motivation of the agent? Or on the result of the action? In this module we 

will look for answers to these and related questions by examining the work of 

key philosophers from the European and Anglo-American tradition.

Module code: PHIL10160 Credits: 5
Critical Thinking
Thinking is easy, but *reasoning* -- in particular, reasoning *well* - is hard. 

This course is concerned with the question: how might we reason better, so 

that we can have more accurate beliefs and make better choices? 

Module code: PHIL10190 Credits: 5
Introducing Philosophy, Politice, and Economics
The first five weeks will be on philosophy, and the second five weeks will be 

on politics and economics. Students will learn about the different questions 

and problems that motivate each discipline, how the disciplines relate to one 

another, and how knowledge of one discipline is enhanced by application to 

the other.
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Spring Trimester 
(January to May)

Module code: DSCY10090 Credits: 5
The Art of Living Well
One of the most important ways we learn about ethics and how to live well is 

through literature. In this course we will develop a philosophical and practical 

sense of the art of living well by studying a wide range of literature. Each 

week we will explore a different work starting from Ancient Greek literature 

through European and English language works of literature up to the twenty-

first century. 

Module code: PHIL10020 Credits: 5
Intro to Problems of Philosophy
This module introduces students to contemporary philosophical thinking 

by focusing on four classic problems of philosophy: (1) free will and 

determinism; (2) personal identity; (3) scepticism; (4) consciousness. It is a 

hands-on philosophy course, where the task is for students to work out their 

own arguments in response to the philosophical literature and lectures.

Module code: PHIL10030 Credits: 5
Intro to Modern Philosophy
Can I be certain that there is a world outside me, or am I confined to my own 

mind alone? What can I know reliably about the world, if there is one? And 

if it exists knowably, how can I live with other people within it? These are 

some of the questions to be discussed in this introduction to early modern 

philosophy of knowledge and social and political philosophy.

Module code: PHIL10040 Credits: 5
Introduction to Ethics
How do we know what is right or wrong? What is courageous or cowardly? 

Is an action right or wrong always and everywhere, or does it depend on the 

motivation of the agent? Or on the result of the action? In this module we 

will look for answers to these and related questions by examining the work 

of key philosophers from the European and Anglo-American tradition.

Continues...
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Module code: PHIL10070 Credits: 5
Ancient Philosophy
Philosophy began in Greece, and it remains true to say that the greatest 

philosophers were the Greeks. In this module we will look at some of Plato’s 

writings about his friend and mentor Socrates, in particular those writings 

that bear on the trial and death of Socrates. 

Module code: PHIL10100 Credits: 5
Existentialism and Humanism
Existentialism and humanism are philosophical approaches that emphasize 

our freedom as human beings to take charge of our lives, holding that we 

have the capacities necessary to deal with the suffering and meaninglessness 

that sometimes affects us. The concepts we will examine include: individual 

freedom, human suffering, alienation, absurdity, the death of God, the human 

construction of meaning and power.

Module code: PHIL10200 Credits: 5
Intro to the Philosophy of Science
This course will subject the aims and methods of science to philosophical 

analysis. We will begin by asking whether there is a ‘demarcation criterion’ 

that allows us to distinguish scientific theories from other theories and 

human practices, such as astrology, homeopathy, or creationism (often called 

‘pseudo-sciences’).

Individual module details are subject to change. 

Full, up-to-date information is available at www.ucd.ie/openlearning

http://www.ucd.ie/openlearning
http://www.ucd.ie/openlearning


136

School of Politics and 
International Relations
UCD School of Politics and International Relations (SPIRe) is a dynamic, 

multifaceted and highly-international school offering exciting and 

professionally-valuable programmes of study at the undergraduate and 

graduate levels.

The QS University Rankings by Subject 2019 placed SPIRe at #51-100 in the 

world and No. 2 in Ireland by subject. Our academic staff are engaged in 

cutting-edge research on a wide variety of political issues, including ethno-

political conflict, human rights, and Ireland’s role in the European Union, to 

name just a few. The School is also home to three research centres: the UN-

linked Centre for Sustainable Development Solutions, the Dublin European 

Institute, and the Institute for British-Irish Studies.
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Autumn Trimester 
(September to December)

Module code: INRL10010 Credits: 5
Foundations of Political Theory & International Relations
This module has two parts: an Introduction to Political Theory and an 

Introduction to International Relations. The first part of the course provides 

an introduction to political theory, focusing on changing conceptions and 

models of democracy, The second part of the course offers an introduction 

to the main issues in contemporary international politics.

Module code: INRL20080 Credits: 5
Irish Foreign Policy
This module offers an exploration of the derivation, development and 

practice of Irish foreign, security and defence policies, with a particular focus 

on contemporary challenges. 

Module code: INRL20090 Credits: 5
United States Foreign Policy
This module examines the historical development, domestic and international 

sources, and major debates in US foreign policy. The module is divided into 

four parts. The first introduces a set of theories and concepts from the study 

of international. The second provides an overview of the institutions and 

processes central in the design and implementation of US foreign policy. The 

third examines functional issues of US foreign policy. The fourth examines 

US foreign policy toward key contemporary issues, including nuclear 

proliferation. 

Module code: INRL20160 Credits: 5
Introduction to European Union Politics
This module offers an overview of the politics of the European Union. It 

studies the way the EU works and how its policy output and powers affect 

the lives of European citizens. The course has the objective to give students 

a solid grasp of the institutions, decision-making processes and major 

policies of the EU.
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Module code: POL20180 Credits: 5
Capitalism and Democracy
Are capitalism and democracy complementary, or conflictual? Can recent 

events in the USA be traced to class-based economic inequalities? To 

what extent is economic inequality undermining the conditions for liberal 

democracy? This module introduces students to the politics of inequality 

in the advanced capitalist democracies of the world, through an analysis of 

income and wealth distribution.

Module code: POL30780 Credits: 10
Justice in Education
We analyse moral questions in the context of education and schooling. In 

particular, we will look at the relevant criteria for evaluating the moral rights 

and duties of children, parents, and the state with regard to education. 

Students will be introduced to some of the most important concepts in 

political theory such as justice, equality, liberty, autonomy, and community.

Module code: INRL30370 Credits: 10
Terrorism & Political Violence
The concepts of Terrorism and Political Violence loom large in contemporary 

politics and policymaking but are frequently misunderstood and under-

theorised. This module will introduce students to a range of approaches to 

terrorism and political violence. 

Module code: POL30850 Credits: 10
Citizen Politics in the Global South
In this module we will study political beliefs, preferences, and political 

behavior of citizens in developing countries. We will look at what they think 

about democracy and what beliefs they hold about how well governments 

do in addressing their needs. We will understand motives behind ethnic or 

clientelistic voting and how political elites might encourage and benefit from 

these voting rationales. Last, we will study international, governmental, and 

civil society initiatives intended to empower more disadvantaged segments 

of the citizenry in countries as diverse as Uganda, Brazil, India, Mali or 

Indonesia, among many others.

Individual module details are subject to change. 

Full, up-to-date information is available at www.ucd.ie/openlearning
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Spring Trimester 
(January to May)

Module code: DSCY10010 Credits: 5
Global Development Goals
In this unique, multidisciplinary module, taught by academics from different 

Colleges and Schools in UCD, students have the opportunity to learn about 

global development. The module takes as its focus the United Nations (UN) 

agenda for sustainable global development that runs from 2015 to 2030. 

The agenda includes 17 goals that together aim to end poverty, combat 

climate change and fight injustice and inequality. Students will also hear 

about research in UCD that will contribute to the achievement of these goals. 

Taking this module provides an opportunity to learn about topics of critical 

importance for humanity and the planet.

Module code: POL10160 Credits: 5
Foundations of Contemporary Politics
This module introduces a variety of ways of thinking about politics, the role 

of core political institutions such as parliaments and elections, and provides 

some of the key concepts and analytical frameworks and tools used in 

analysing politics.

Module code: DEV20130 Credits: 5
Sustainable Development Goals
In this module we examine the most topical and pressing sustainable 

development challenges. We do this through an examination of the UN 2030 

Sustainable Development Agenda. We start the course by asking what the 

SDGs are, whether they can be achieved. We then move on to consider key 

areas related to the 17 different SDGs, covering the most relevant academic 

and policy debate.

Module code: POL20250 Credits: 5
Irish Politics
The objective of this course is to introduce students to the workings of the 

Irish political system. We start by locating Irish politics in comparative terms, 

showing how unusual a political system it is in comparison to other European 

states. The course then examines the historical, constitutional, social and 

political context of Irish politics.
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Module code: POL30690 Credits: 10
Introduction to Asian Politics
Some observers look to the 21st Century as a potential “Asian Century” in 

which the center of gravity of world political and economic power will shift 

from West to East. After taking this course, students will have a greater 

understanding of this dynamic and important region. The course will cover 

the recent history and politics of China, Northeast Asia, and Southeast Asia. 

The course will not address India and its South Asian neighbors.

Module code: POL30680 Credits: 10
Gender and Politics
This course provides an overview of key issues in gender and politics. The 

course focuses on research on how gender impacts both domestic and 

international politics. It examines how domestic politics is gendered, why 

the gender of our political representatives matters, and the impact of 

interventions to increase gender equality in national politics. The course will 

also be addressing the importance of gender in international organisations, 

and the role of gender in armed conflict.

Module code: POL30810 Credits: 10
The EU in the World
This module offers an exploration of the derivation, development and 

practice of the EU as a global actor, with a particular focus on contemporary 

challenges. Students will gain a detailed insight into the Union’s place in the 

contemporary world and its efforts to define its own place within an evolving 

global order.

 

Individual module details are subject to change. 

Full, up-to-date information is available at www.ucd.ie/openlearning
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School of Psychology
UCD School of Psychology is a leading centre for research, teaching and 

professional training in psychology in Ireland and is new to the Open Learning 

programme in 2019-20.

The history of psychology in UCD began in 1958 when the university 

established the first psychology laboratory and the first psychology course 

in Ireland. Later UCD developed the first accredited undergraduate degree 

in psychology and pioneered professional training in clinical psychology in 

Ireland, as well as in other areas of professional psychological practice. The 

School of Psychology also incorporates the Centre for Disability Studies, which 

was established in 2002 and was the first centre of its kind in Ireland.
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Autumn Trimester 
(September to December)

Module code: PSY10050 Credits: 5
Introduction to Psychology
This module is designed to introduce students to the breadth of topics 

covered by the discipline of psychology. The module covers a range of 

theoretical approaches used in psychology to try to explain human thought 

and behaviour. A variety of topics will be introduced drawn from the full 

breadth of the discipline of psychology and may include aspects of child 

development, human social interaction, thinking and reasoning and biological 

psychology. Offered again in Spring.

Module code: PSY10060 Credits: 5
Brain and Behaviour
Ever wondered what makes you ‘tick’? This module provides an introduction 

to the relationship between brain and behaviour. Although it is a biologically-

based course, it does not assume a background in biology or other sciences, 

and students will be provided with an introduction to the main approaches in 

neuropsychology. 

Module code: PSY10080 Credits: 5
Introduction to Social Psychology
This module introduces students to key topics, theories and methods in the 

field of social psychology. Social psychology is the scientific study of how 

individuals’ thoughts, feelings and behaviours are influenced by the actual or 

imagined presence of other people. This module covers such topics as the 

self, attitudes, social influence, groups, prejudice, attraction, aggression and 

altruism. 
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Spring Trimester 
(January to May)

Module code: PSY10040 Credits: 5
Psychology of Perception
This course presents an introduction to the fields of Perception and 

Cognitive Psychology. The study of “perception” is concerned with how we 

acquire knowledge about the external world through our senses. 

Module code: PSY10050 Credits: 5
Introduction to Psychology
Repeat of Autumn module - see details above.

Module code: PSY10090 Credits: 5
Introduction to Applied Psychology
The aim of this module is to provide students with an introduction to applied 

psychology by examining how psychology has used research to examine 

socially significant issues. A range of topics will be considered, for example 

video games and aggression, cheating in sport, bullying, self-esteem and 

wellbeing. The module will also use these topics to examine quantitative and 

qualitative research methods, and a key focus of the module is on supporting 

students to be confident consumers of research in journals and the popular 

media.

Individual module details are subject to change. 

Full, up-to-date information is available at www.ucd.ie/openlearning

http://www.ucd.ie/openlearning
http://www.ucd.ie/openlearning
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School of Social Policy, 
Social Work and Social 
Justice
UCD School of Social Policy, Social Work and Social Justice is an 

interdisciplinary research and teaching hub for policy, practice and equality.

We offer diverse degree programmes at undergraduate and postgraduate 

level, community outreach Certificate programmes, CPD modules, and 

research degrees in social work, social policy and social justice (PhD 

programmes). Our research is interdisciplinary, international and influences 

policy and society. Teams and colleagues work on a range of topics (e.g. 

housing, family, child welfare, health care, migration, equality and Women 

studies) and have received funding from prestigious sponsors (e.g. Irish 

Research Council, European Union).
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Autumn Trimester 
(September to December)

Module code: SPOL10030 Credits: 5
Understand Social Problems & Policies
This module seeks to equip you with basic research and analytical skills that 

are needed to understand and respond to social policy problems. Its main 

focus is on statistical data available in online databases that are widely used 

to describe such problems and design policy solutions to them.

Module code: SPOL20050 Credits: 5
Economics of Social Policy
This course is about the relationship between economics and social policy. 

It introduces students to the basic principles of economics, and to how the 

framework derived from them can be applied to the analysis of social justice, 

the welfare state, and areas of social policy such as employment, education, 

health, housing and transport.

Module code: SPOL20210 Credits: 5
Investigating Social Services
This module seeks to examine how one assesses the quality of social 

services, that is, how one works out how good they are at doing their job. 

It focuses in particular on the difference between an inputs-oriented versus 

outcomes-oriented approach to the analysis of social services and applies 

this framework to particular social services in Ireland and other OECD 

countries.

Module code: SPOL28120 Credits: 5
Comparing Welfare States
This module introduces students to comparative welfare states, by exploring 

current debates in theorising and conceptualising about welfare regimes in 

Europe and Asia from a comparative perspective. Comparative social policy 

is then applied to specific countries and specific policy areas.
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Module code: SPOL38190 Credits: 5
Child Abuse, Sexual + Domestic
This module addresses contemporary thought on non-accidental injury 

to children, child sexual abuse, sexual violence, domestic violence and 

prostitution in Ireland and includes an overview of the social and justice 

responses to these problems. 

Module code: SPOL38210 Credits: 5
Migration, Racism & Irish Society
Racism, Migration and Irish Society draws primarily on conceptual literature 

on racism and research on the experiences of different groups including 

asylum seekers and refugees, Africans, Muslims. It examines the impacts of 

different levels of (stratified) rights and entitlements on migrants from EU 

and non-EU countries living in Ireland. It examines anti-racism measures. 

Module code: SPOL38220 Credits: 5
Family Policy in Comparative Perspectives
This module examines the development and impact of family policies in 

Western Europe. The module begins with a conceptual and theoretical 

introduction to family policy as a sector of the welfare state, examining the 

goals and policy tools that are typical for liberal, social democratic, and 

christian democratic/conservative welfare regimes. 

Module code: SSJ10070 Credits: 5
Exploring Gender
This Course provides an opportunity for students to engage with central 

ideas and thinking in gender and feminist theory including gender, power, 

patriarchy, oppression and identity. Development of concepts of gender 

in contemporary gender and social theory that challenge the traditional 

gender/sex binary will be explored. 

Continues...
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Module code: SSJ20140 Credits: 5
Human Rights & Social Justice
This module addresses crucial human rights and social justice issues in 

Ireland and around the world. It explores: The origins of human rights;

Their current status in international and domestic law, and; How they are 

activated to advance the goals of social justice movements.

Module code: SSJ20150 Credits: 5
Political economy & Social Justice
The purpose of this module is to introduce students to a political economy 

approach, focusing on the intersection between politics and economics in 

understanding our society. It provides students with an appreciation of the 

analytical methods, key concepts and theoretical frameworks of political 

economy.

Module code: SSJ30080 Credits: 5
Masculinities
This is an inter-disciplinary module that takes a critical look at the studies 

of gender, masculinities, and gender relations. The course offers a broad 

overview of the contemporary studies on men and masculinities. It draws 

upon the assumption that masculinity is an organising principle of society, 

which shapes ideologies and practices, and intersects with factors such as 

race, ethnicity, social class, and sexuality. 
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Spring Trimester 
(January to May)

Module code: SPOL18130 Credits: 5
Introduction to Social Work
This module consists of 22 lectures held over the course of the semester 

on Mondays and Wednesdays. The lectures will provide insight and 

understanding into the role of the Social Worker and some of the principles 

associated with Social Work. 

Module code: SPOL20280 Credits: 5
Housing Policies Neighbourhood
Housing provision is costly for governments and households but it is an 

important asset, source of tax revenue and of employment. Therefore 

housing also has important implications for social inequality, economic 

efficiency and community cohesion. This module examines the development 

of housing policy in Ireland over the last century and explores the 

implications of these policies for social inequality, community cohesion and 

economic efficiency. 

Module code: SPOL28110 Credits: 5
Social Work in Practice
This module consists of 12 lectures and 10 hours of small group seminars. 

The lectures will introduce students to some of the concepts and issues in 

relation to the practice of social work. Topics will include the social worker’s 

role in different practice settings e.g. medical settings; the child welfare 

and protection system; mental health settings; probation. The seminars 

will introduce students to social work interviewing skills, using a variety of 

approaches including experiential exercises and some role play, with a focus 

on reflective learning.

Continues...
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Module code: SPOL28140 Credits: 5
EU Social Policy
This module explores the origins, development, and effects of EU social 

policy. Unlike other policy areas, the EU possesses limited authority 

and capacity concerning social policy. Indeed, the 1957 Treaty of Rome 

envisioned a very limited role for the EU in social policy. Despite this weak 

treaty basis, the EU now shares authority with the member states in many 

fields of social policy, including workplace health and safety, pensions, 

employment and health care. The module examines these developments.

Module code: SPOL30220 Credits: 5
Social Policy, Justice & the Environment
This module examines the economic, social and environmental challenges 

facing communities and households. Environmental issues include those 

associated with climate change but also other environmental problems (e.g. 

air and water pollution, flooding and drought, storm damage, biodiversity 

loss). Questions of environmental justice are explored.

Module code: SPOL38200 Credits: 5
Analysing Health & Social Care Policy
This course is designed for students who would like to explore and examine 

various themes in health and social care systems with a particular focus 

on policy, organisations, technology and culture. It aims to introduce the 

students to the workings of the health and social care systems in different 

societies, while providing a strong background in the analytical frameworks 

of comparative social policy.

Module code: SSJ10020 Credits: 5
Global Justice
The objective of this module is to equip students with a clear understanding 

of and critical perspective on global injustices. We will cover a range of 

related topics, which will normally include global poverty and inequality; 

colonialism and post-colonialism; debt and development; neoliberal 

capitalism; trade, transnational corporations and international tax justice; 

global gender relations; the global fashion industry; migration; ‘race’ and 

racism; and environmental justice and climate change. 



150

Module code: SSJ10060 Credits: 5
Inequality in Irish Society
Despite significant increases in income and wealth over the past two 

decades, Ireland is often described as one of the most deeply unequal 

societies within the European Union. Why has this happened? How do 

we explain the persistence of injustices in a relatively wealthy country like 

Ireland and how can we bring about change?

The aim of this course is to enable students to develop a critical 

understanding of inequalities in Irish society and to identify ways of 

addressing these.

Module code: SSJ20110 Credits: 5
Gender, Power & Politics
This module explores the ways in which power has been gendered, where 

gender has served as a basis for power, regulation and control, as well as 

the basis for political inclusion / exclusion. There is a focus on issues of key 

historical, political, and socio-cultural issues from the 1st to the 3rd waves of 

feminism, concentrating on identities, politics, political activism, sexualities 

and citizenship.

Module code: SSJ20160 Credits: 5
Race & Racism
It is now accepted that race is a social construct rather than a meaningful 

scientific category yet racism remains one of the most serious societal 

challenges in Ireland and globally. This module will provide students with 

the theoretical and conceptual tools to critically examine racism as a form 

of structural and systemic oppression and to interrogate the uses to which 

race and other racialised concepts have been put in shaping and maintaining 

unequal social relations, historically and in contemporary societies.

Module code: SSJ 38270 Credits: 5
Inequality in the Labour Market
Details forthcoming

Individual module details are subject to change. 

Full, up-to-date information is available at www.ucd.ie/openlearning
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School of Sociology
UCD School of Sociology is Ireland’s leading centre for education and research 

in sociology. Staff members have a wide-ranging set of research interests, 

including comparative, quantitative and historical research, as well as work that 

focuses on the social complexity and emergent changes in our modern world.

Our current research activities address issues of globalization, inequality, 

migration and diversity, social and policy networks, the state and national 

identity, health and illness, criminology and socio-legal studies, gender and 

childhood, and other topics
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Autumn Trimester 
(September to December)

Module code: SOC10010 Credits: 5
Foundations of Sociology
This is a 1st year module for sociology students. It provides an introduction 

to some of the main theories that laid the foundation for modern sociology. 

Sociology developed as an intellectual discipline in the 19th century as 

writers grappled with their understanding of modern capitalism. Some of 

the key writers include Karl Marx, Max Weber and Emile Durkheim. The 

course outlines their central ideas, their relevance for today and encourages 

students to critically assess them.

Module code: SOC10020 Credits: 5
Introduction to Sociology
In this module, we consider the nature of sociology in terms of its historical 

origins, its major theoretical traditions, and key dimensions of social life. The 

module examines different dimensions of social inequality, focusing on the 

main social institutions and patterns of social relations around which our 

lives are structured, and which determine the small matters of: whether we 

go hungry, whether we have shelter, the nature of a university education, 

why ‘witches’ are no longer burnt at the stake (and for that matter, why are 

there so few witches around nowadays?).

Module code: SOC20230 Credits: 5
Analytical Sociology
Analytical sociology is a strategy for understanding the social world. It is 

concerned with explaining important macro-level facts such as the diffusion 

of various social practices, patterns of segregation, network structures, 

typical beliefs, and common ways of acting through the micro-level 

interactions of individuals. This course covers topics such as the whole and 

the parts, wisdom of the crowds, social influence, success-breeds-success 

dynamics, prevalence of norms that nobody wants, contagion of crime, 

social echo chambers, opinion polarization, segregation dynamics and social 

networks.

Continues...
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Module code: SOC20220 Credits: 5
Social Theory & Social Media
This module focuses on examining everyday examples from a select number 

of socially significant topics in contemporary life from a sociological 

perspective. It applies relevant sociological theories, concepts and practices 

to explore these topics and examples. The topics studied include the social 

uses of new technologies, and the sociology of consumption and leisure.

Module code: SOC20360 Credits: 5
Sociology of the Environment
In this module students will be introduced to environmental sociology 

with a focus on the interactions between human societies and the natural 

environment. By focussing on this two-way interaction, the module 

will examine key theoretical perspectives, debates, and issues within 

environmental sociology. 

Module code: SOC30360 Credits: 5
Sociology of Migration Race and Ethnicity
Migration of people from one place to another often raises issues of race 

and ethnicity among the people who have migrated and the people in the 

host society. In this sense, migration, race and ethnicity are inter-related 

subjects historically and in the contemporary world. The first part of the 

module introduces students to theories, and policy-oriented debates around 

migration in general. The second part of the second section explores how 

these concepts can be applied to understand and explain the treatment and 

experiences of asylum seekers and labour migrants resident in Ireland by 

examining concepts of race and racism.

Module code: SOC30370 Credits: 5
Historical Sociology
Historical sociologists study how social order changes through long periods 

of time. More specifically the focus is on the variety of social processes 

that have shaped human lives through history. This module will introduce 

students to the key concepts in historical sociology including the state, war 

and organised violence, revolution, nationalism, ideology, genocide, and 

empire among others.
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Module code: SOC30390 Credits: 5
Punishment and Social Control
For any society, the question of social control is crucial. How should societies 

respond to deviance and/or law-breaking? How is order to be maintained 

and who should have responsibility for this? What processes or institutional 

forms should it take? And also of course, how do these issues relate to wider 

debates about justice, equality, and inclusion/exclusion? Over the course of 

this module, we will address these and related questions by examining, in 

broad terms, the nature of punishment and social control. 

Module code: SOC30470 Credits: 5
Democracy and Civil Society
This module aims at final-year undergraduate students in the social sciences 

and the humanities. It is designed to introduce advanced undergraduate 

students to the history, norm(s), practice(s) and problems of modern 

democracy and civil society.

Module code: SOC30560 Credits: 5
Global Inequalities
This module brings together a discussion of sociological debates on 

inequality and latest empirical evidence to explore the gaps between rich 

and poor, included and excluded, advantaged and disadvantaged from a 

local, national and global perspective. The module encourages intersectional 

perspectives on different sources and forms of inequalities to highlight and 

challenge the assumptions on how they operate in contemporary societies.

Module code: SOC30070 Credits: 5
Sociology of Education
One of the sustainable development goals of the UN is inclusive and 

equitable quality education as well as the promotion of lifelong learning 

opportunities for all. Disparities in education along the lines of gender, 

religion, migration, origin and other dimensions still run deep. The course is 

divided into three parts. First, we will assess the current degree of inequality, 

then explore potential sources and lastly, discuss societal consequences of 

these disadvantages. 

U
C

D



155

Spring Trimester 
(January to May)

Module code: SOC10060 Credits: 5
Ireland in Comparative Perspective
Ireland is in a state of ongoing transformation, experiencing rapid and 

dramatic economic, social and cultural changes in a short period of time. Yet 

there are structural continuities traced back to modern Irish society before 

and after independence that underlie and help to explain these changes. 

This module explores the continuities amidst the significant changes in 

contemporary Irish society drawing on a comparative perspective.

Module code: SOC10070 Credits: 5
Sociological Analysis and Research Design
The aim of this module is to introduce students to sociological research 

methods. It constitutes the foundation for further study of empirical research 

in Sociology and other disciplines. The course gives an overview of different 

quantitative and qualitative research methods including experiments, 

surveys, secondary analysis or ethnographies.

Module code: SOC10100 Credits: 5
Sociology of Human Rights
The course offers an overview of sociological approaches to human rights 

as a set of social practices and ideologies in current societies and on the 

international arena. It gives a taste of theoretical and methodological 

questions in the Sociology of Human Rights as a sub-discipline, as well as 

discusses the most urgent issues in this research field of sociology.
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Module code: SOC20210 Credits: 5
Animals and Human Society
Human society would be impossible without animals. Whether as sources 

of food, clothing or labour; as predators, pests or pets; as inspiration for 

systems of thought from myth to religion to science; as symbols that shape 

language and literature; as sources of entertainment or means of education; 

as fertilisers of soil, propagators of seeds, progenitors of lethal diseases—

animals have been a part of human history and integral to the development 

of human societies. This fundamental fact has, however, been largely 

overlooked by sociologists and other social scientists until very recently. This 

course therefore introduces students to the newly emerging field dedicated 

to the social-scientific study of human-animal relationships.

Module code: SOC20330 Credits: 5
Sociology of Peace, Conflict and Justice
This module aims at addressing a variety of topics that intersect the 

notions of conflict, peace and justice. The first part is dedicated to conflict 

theories and to a sociological understanding of collective violence, wars 

and genocides. The second part is dedicated to a discussion on how peace 

is understood today and on the historical-sociological processes that have 

shaped the agenda for peace, in particular what is known as “liberal peace”. 

The third part deals with the notion of justice and how different approaches 

to justice have been utilized and have given rise to “transitional justice”. The 

fourth and the last part brings into this equation the notion of memory and 

remembrance.

Continues...
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Module code: SOC20280 Credits: 5
Sociology of the Family
This module will explore key issues in the sociology of family and childhood. 

In particular, it will focus on how perceptions and experiences of family 

shift over space and time. Students will develop an understanding of key 

sociological perspectives on childhood and the role of the family in society.

Module code: SOC20350 Credits: 5
Sociology of Law
The module offers an overview of sociological approaches to law as social 

relationships and social institution. It gives an overview of theoretical, 

methodological, and empirical issues discussed in the Sociology of Law as 

a sub-discipline. The themes of the module include questions of justice, law 

enforcement, legal professionalism, everyday ‘life’ of law, social norms, and 

social change.

Module code: SOC30350 Credits: 5
Work and Social Stratification
This course looks firstly at how work is organized in our society. It examines 

the division between mental and manual labour. It introduces students to 

major concepts such as Taylorism and Fordism that seek to explain why this 

division emerged. It also explores how different groups fare in the labour 

market, e.g., migrants, women and white-collar employees.

Module code: SOC30580 Credits: 5
Latin American Sociology
This module is focused on understanding and discussing sociology made 

in and applied to Latin America. Contemporary and historical topics will be 

critically evaluated, which will involve elements of cultural development, 

political dynamics, socio-economic inequality and social movements. 

Students are expected to be critically engaged throughout the module. 

Expert guest lecturers will also be invited to participate.



158

Module code: SOC30380 Credits: 5
Social Dynamics and Networks
This module is focused on concepts of social networks and how to analyse 

them. For that key concepts from analytical sociology approach are studied 

in order to understand social dynamics and social structures observed in 

social networks. Students are expected to engage in discussions regarding 

the understanding of influences of micro (local or individual) and macro 

(global or collective) social dynamics.

Module code: SOC30420 Credits: 5
Deception: The Social, Moral & Economic Foundations of Lying
This module explores the social, moral and economic foundations 

of deception. Rooted in sociological inquiry, we will explore life as a 

performance in which we play certain roles that often require us to omit, 

bend and outright deny beliefs, values and traits. We will explore in detail the 

moral dimension of lying, considering our obligations to tell the truth and the 

implications of secrets. 

Individual module details are subject to change. 

Full, up-to-date information is available at www.ucd.ie/openlearning
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College of 
Health and 
Agricultural 
Sciences

School of Agriculture  
and Food Science
The mission of UCD’s School of Agriculture and Food Science is to develop 

and apply the science and scholarship of agriculture, food, environmental 

sciences and rural development for the benefit of society through excellence in 

education, research, innovation and continuing professional development. 

UCD is the only university in Ireland with a dedicated School of Agriculture 

and Food Science. The School is the first destination of choice for students 

in Ireland interested in developing their careers in the agri-food sector and 

no other agriculture or food programme in Ireland can offer such a broad 

spectrum of integrated teaching and research within a single institution.
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Autumn Trimester 
(September to December)

Module code: AESC10010 Credits: 5
Land Use & Environment
This module will provide an overview of key environmental challenges and 

explore the potential impact of these on human populations over coming 

decades e.g. climate change, degradation of soil and water resources and 

loss of biodiversity.

Module code: FOR10020 Credits: 5
Trees and Forests in Ireland
This module will provide an introduction to several different aspects of trees 

and forestry of relevance in Ireland and worldwide. One component is the 

basics of dendrology (tree species identification).

Module code: FOR20120 Credits: 5
Bees, pollination and people
This module examines the most important insect pollinators and gives an 

insight into their taxonomy, biology and ecological role. The focus will be on 

bumble bees, solitary bees and honey bees.

Module code: FDSC10010 Credits: 5
Food Diet and Health
This module will introduce students to the principle and understanding of 

Healthy Eating Guidelines and Food Science (with particular emphasis on 

the composition and manufacture of key food and beverage commodities), 

Food Safety (e.g. microbial and non-microbial contamination of foods) and 

Nutrition-related Public Health issues (e.g. food choice, obesity).

Module code: FDSC20110 Credits: 5
Food Diet and Health II
Ever wondered what’s in your food and is it good for you? This module 

introduces students to the health attributes of the main food groups Cereal 

Products, Fruit and Vegetables, Dairy products, Meat/Fish/Eggs.
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Spring Trimester 
(January to May)

Module code: FDSC10010 Credits: 5
Food Diet and Health
This module will introduce students to the principle and understanding of 

Healthy Eating Guidelines and Food Science (with particular emphasis on 

the composition and manufacture of key food and beverage commodities), 

Food Safety (e.g. microbial and non-microbial contamination of foods) and 

Nutrition-related Public Health issues (e.g. food choice, obesity).

Module code: FDSC20110 Credits: 5
Food Diet and Health II
Ever wondered what’s in your food and is it good for you? This module 

introduces students to the health attributes of the main food groups Cereal 

Products, Fruit and Vegetables, Dairy products, Meat/Fish/Eggs.

Module code: ANSC10010 Credits: 5
Introduction to Animal Science
This module is designed to give agricultural and other students an 

introduction to the study of Animal Science. It will give an overview of animal 

production at world, EU and national levels, with emphasis on those aspects 

most relevant to animal production in Ireland.

Module code: CPSC10010 Credits: 5
Introduction to Crop Science
This module provides the student with an overview of crop production 

globally and in Ireland. It will indicate how this production is influenced by 

such factors as climate and also by political factors at EU and Global level.

Individual module details are subject to change. 

Full, up-to-date information is available at www.ucd.ie/openlearning
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Module code: FOR20110 Credits: 5
Forests, Climate and Carbon
Forests play an important role in the climate regulation systems of the earth. 

This module will explore, in a way that is understandable for students with 

and without a science background, the linkages between forests, climate 

(change) and carbon and other green house gases.

Module code: HNUT30010 Credits: 5
Food Diet and Health III
This module provides an overview of nutrition during each life stage, 

commencing in utero, and continuing throughout the life cycle. It will discuss 

the biology of development, growth, maturation and aging and its impact on 

nutrition requirements.

Module code: HORT10020 Credits: 5
Plants and People 
Plants have long been used by humankind for food, shelter, medicinal, 

cosmetic and other purposes. They have also been used in the creation of 

gardens and parks and in recent times sports pitches and golf courses.

Module code: HORT20060 Credits: 5
Sportsturf Construction
Topics covered include the following: Primary, secondary and tertiary 

drainage systems. Aims, benefits and functions of drainage systems. 

Drainage requirements for different sports facilities and amenity areas.

Module code: RDEV10040 Credits: 5
Intro to Food and Agribusiness Management

The module takes the form of an overview of the food system in an Irish and 

European context. It introduces students to the range of actors engaged in 

the food chain in Ireland such as farmers, food companies, supermarkets and 

consumers.
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School of Nursing, 
Midwifery and  
Health Systems
The mission of the School is to prepare nurses, midwives and other 

professionals to promote and protect health, wellbeing and dignity across 

the lifespan through skilled, ethical and careful practice based on best 

evidence and prudent judgement, and to develop and disseminate disciplinary 

knowledge through research and scholarship.

The School has a long and proud tradition of providing high quality clinical 

and academic programmes for nurses and midwives. It is now a dynamic, 

interdisciplinary School unique internationally in having a cutting-edge health 

systems programme of research and education and nationally in the scale of its 

global engagement, and its extensive network of health service partnerships.
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Autumn Trimester 
(September to December)

Module code: NMHS10090 Credits: 5
A Social History of Irish Healthcare
This module examines aspects of the social history of healthcare in Ireland in 

the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Set against the background of social 

and economic developments in Ireland in the period, the module explores 

the subject through a number of themes.

Spring Trimester 
(January to May)

Module code: NMHS32340 Credits: 5
Maternal and Foetal wellbeing
The aim of this module is to introduce the student to the concept of 

maternal and infant care. The specific goals of this module are to equip the 

student with the skills and knowledge necessary to effectively care for a 

woman and her baby

Individual module details are subject to change. 

Full, up-to-date information is available at www.ucd.ie/openlearning

http://www.ucd.ie/openlearning
http://www.ucd.ie/openlearning
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School of Public Health, 
Physiotherapy and 
Sports Science
UCD School of Public Health, Physiotherapy and Sports Science is a dynamic 

and multi-disciplinary School established within the College of Health and 

Agricultural Sciences.

Marrying tradition with ambition, the philosophy of the School is to foster 

excellence in all its disciplines and this is evident from the calibre of our 

programmes in Public Health, Physiotherapy, Sport Sciences, Dietetics and 

Occupational Safety and Health. Our courses provide students with a strong 

foundation for their health careers. The main focus is on student-centred 

learning in an environment where research and scholarship stimulate high 

achievement. Our graduates contribute to their professions worldwide and 

enhance the international reputation of our programmes and the University.

Please note, there is a limit of two places per module for Open Learning 
students.
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Autumn Trimester 
(September to December)

Module code: SMGT10100 Credits: 5
Theory of Coaching I
This module is an introduction to the science and research in coaching and 

coaching practice. Fundamental topics will be covered such as the coaching 

process and how to structure a coaching session.

Module code: SMGT10150 Credits: 5
Health, Fitness and Nutrition
This module introduces students to the basic principles of health, fitness 

and nutrition to help them make informed choices about their own diet 

and exercise. It also provides students with skills to recognise, evaluate and 

critically examine marketing health claims

Module code: PERS20020 Credits: 5
Intro to Nutrition for Health & Exercise
This module provides an understanding of the role of food and nutrition in 

promoting a healthy lifestyle.

Spring Trimester 
(January to May)

Module code: PHTY10040 Credits: 5
Functional Anatomy and Kinesiology
The module allows students to gain an understanding of the structure 

and function of normal human anatomy while providing a basis for the 

understanding and analysis of posture and normal human movement. 

Individual module details are subject to change. 

Full, up-to-date information is available at www.ucd.ie/openlearning

http://www.ucd.ie/openlearning
http://www.ucd.ie/openlearning
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College of 
Science

UCD in the Community
UCD in the Community is an initiative that was established to support and 

promote civic engagement across the UCD community. It is sponsored by 

Professor Mark Rogers, Registrar and Deputy President, and Academic 

Leadership is provided by Professor Joe Carthy, Principal College of Science.

UCD in the Community strives to strengthen its relationships with the 

community and work together in a collaborative and mutually beneficial way, 

contributing to positive and sustainable social outcomes. It is about working 

together, bringing our skills and expertise to support community-based 

organisations, and in exchange, empowering our students and staff as socially 

aware citizens.
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Autumn Trimester 
(September to December)

Module code: SCI20020 Credits: 5
Intro to Project Management and Leadership
Project management and leadership skills are relevant to everyone at some 

stage of their professional or personal lives.This module introduces the 

principles of project management. This is achieved through a blend of theory, 

practical examples and case studies

Module code: SCI10040 Credits: 5
Preparing for Your Future Career
The key purpose of this module is to facilitate undergraduate students in 

their academic, personal and professional career development, so that they 

will be well equipped to secure internships and to successfully enter the 

graduate labour market
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Spring Trimester 
(January to May)

Module code: SCI20020 Credits: 5
Intro to Project Management and Leadership
Project management and leadership skills are relevant to everyone at some 

stage of their professional or personal lives. This module introduces the 

principles of project management. This is achieved through a blend of 

theory, practical examples and case studies

Module code: SCI10040 Credits: 5
Preparing for Your Future Career
The key purpose of this module is to facilitate undergraduate students in 

their academic, personal and professional career development, so that they 

will be well equipped to secure internships and to successfully enter the 

graduate labour market

Module code: SCI20030 Credits: 5
Community, Volunteering & Leadership
This community-based learning module provides students with an 

opportunity to reflect in a structured way on their learning from volunteering 

and community experience(s). Students should have prior and ongoing 

experience of volunteering.

Module code: SCI10050 Credits: 5
Club and Sport Management
This module applies sport management knowledge and skills to small and 

medium sized sports clubs. Issues such as the development of club policies, 

procedures and their implementation will be explored.

Module code: SCI30090 Credits: 5
Thinking Through Observational Drawing
This module is an introduction to observational drawing. It provides a 

skills-based approach to critical thinking through visual analysis. At its 

core, drawing is a problem solving tool that fosters close observation and 

analytical thinking.

Individual module details are subject to change. 

Full, up-to-date information is available at www.ucd.ie/openlearning
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School of Biology and 
Environmental Science
The UCD School of Biology and Environmental Science is the largest teaching 

and research centre for biology in Ireland.

A unique feature of the School is the interdisciplinary nature of its activities, 

providing students and scientists alike with critical knowledge and perspective 

about modern biology, encompassing molecules through to ecosystems. 

At national level the School provides expertise that informs environmental 

and sustainable management policies, supporting the agricultural, food and 

biomedical industries. Our portfolio of teaching at undergraduate and graduate 

level is strongly informed by our research which is interdisciplinary in nature 

and covers ecosystems, global change and sustainability; evolution and 

population biology; plant sciences; and cellular systems.
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Autumn Trimester 
(September to December)

Module code: BIOL00010 Credits: 5
Fundamentals of Biology
This course provides an introduction to the general principles of biology 

and is intended primarily for students who have not previously studied the 

subject. A wide range of biological concepts will be covered, including cells, 

organisms and ecology.

Module code: BIOL10140 Credits: 5
Life on Earth
Life is the defining feature of our planet. In this module, we will consider 

how life arose and evolved into the myriad of forms it takes today. We will 

introduce the principles of evolution and explore the tree of life, highlighting 

major evolutionary advances.

Spring Trimester 
(January to May)

Module code: BIOL10010 Credits: 5
Animal Biology and Evolution
This module covers the diversity of animals from unicellular protista to 

mammals. Role of animals in ecosystems, as parasites, agents of disease 

etc. Key physiological processes in animals, origin and nature of diversity, 

evidence for evolution, natural selection, microevolution, and more.

Module code: BIOL10070 Credits: 5
Biology for the Modern World
Biology lies at the heart of human civilisation and society. Biological 

knowledge underpins how we treat disease, care for other species and our 

environment, and how we produce food, energy and materials.

Individual module details are subject to change. 

Full, up-to-date information is available at www.ucd.ie/openlearning
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School of Biomolecular 
and Biomedical Science
The UCD School of Biomolecular & Biomedical Science (SBBS) comprises staff 

from the disciplines of biochemistry, microbiology, pharmacology, genetics and

Neuroscience.

Interdisciplinary collaboration provides a strong platform for research and 

innovation. We are proud of our teaching excellence and have a thriving 

undergraduate and taught graduate community, welcoming students from 

home and abroad.
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Spring Trimester 
(January to May)

Module code: BMOL10030 Credits: 5
Biomedical Sciences
This module will introduce students to Biomedical Science and the molecular 

basis of neuronal, cardiovascular, infectious, hormonal and immune diseases. 

Students will learn about fundamental metabolism, the structure and 

function of each affected organ or biological system, and how these may be 

disrupted to manifest into disease and clinical symptoms.

Individual module details are subject to change. 

Full, up-to-date information is available at www.ucd.ie/openlearning
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School of Chemistry
Based in the UCD O’Brien Centre for Science, the UCD School of Chemistry 

represents the best of modern education and relevant research. 

We offer an extensive portfolio of undergraduate and graduate programmes 

in addition to research expertise that impacts the global scientific community, 

society at large and the economy. We offer world-class facilities in 

technologies such as X-ray crystallography, nanoparticle characterisation, 

microanalysis, NMR spectroscopy and Mass Spectrometry.
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Autumn Trimester 
(September to December)

Module code: CHEM00010 Credits: 5
Introductory Chemistry
The module can only be taken by students without a strong background in 

Chemistry at second level. It is a prerequisite for such students who plan to 

pursue any programme in Chemistry or Biology, but may also be taken as 

elective by students with an interest in learning the basics.

Module code: CHEM10040 Credits: 5
The Molecular World
Intended for students with a background in Chemistry at Leaving Certificate 

or equivalent, the purposes of the module are to reinforce key basic 

concepts, and to introduce students to the central role that molecular 

science now plays in understanding our environment, in understanding life 

processes, and in the design of new materials and medicines.

Spring Trimester 
(January to May)

Module code: CHEM10050 Credits: 5
Basis of Organic and Biological Chemistry
The is an introduction to organic chemistry, the chemistry of carbon. It is 

a core module for students planning to pursue programmes in Biology or 

Chemistry, and is also suitable for students, with a good background in 

chemistry at second level, wishing to learn more about the chemistry of 

living things.

Individual module details are subject to change. 

Full, up-to-date information is available at www.ucd.ie/openlearning
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School of Earth Sciences
The UCD School of Earth Sciences has an internationally recognised reputation 

for excellence in teaching and research in the areas of Fault Analysis, 

Geochronology, Petrology and Isotope Geochemistry, Geophysics, Marine and 

Petroleum Geology, Palaeobiology and Palaeoclimatology.

Our degree programmes reflect the needs of society and industry producing 

graduates who are nationally and internationally highly regarded by 

prospective employers and other universities.
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Autumn Trimester 
(September to December)

Module code: GEOL10050 Credits: 5
Earth and Humanity
This module considers how geological agents have shaped the pattern 

of human evolution, the development of agricultural and early industrial 

civilisations, and impact on the general health of these and today’s societies.

Module code: GEOL10060 Credits: 5
Introduction to Earth Sciences
This module introduces students to Earth Science, the multi-disciplinary 

study of the past, present and future of planet Earth and other planets in our 

solar system

Module code: GEOL20110 Credits: 5
Global Environmental Change
This module focuses on how the geological record “captures” and informs 

on global environmental change through time. It investigates how Earth 

Scientists reconstruct past environments and climates, and demonstrates, 

using selected case studies, what drives climate change and how ecosystems 

respond to these forcing factors.
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Spring Trimester 
(January to May)

Module code: GEOL10050 Credits: 5
Earth and Humanity
This module considers how geological agents have shaped the pattern 

of human evolution, the development of agricultural and early industrial 

civilisations, and impact on the general health of these and today’s societies.

Module code: GEOL10060 Credits: 5
Introduction to Earth Sciences
This module introduces students to Earth Science, the multi-disciplinary 

study of the past, present and future of planet Earth and other planets in our 

solar system

Module code: GEOL20110 Credits: 5
Global Environmental Change
This module focuses on how the geological record “captures” and informs 

on global environmental change through time. It investigates how Earth 

Scientists reconstruct past environments and climates, and demonstrates, 

using selected case studies, what drives climate change and how ecosystems 

respond to these forcing factors.

Module code: GEOL10020 Credits: 5
Earth Science and Materials
This module outlines the physical and chemical processes leading to 

the formation of Earth materials and introduces the economic uses and 

environmental significance of rocks.

Module code: GEOL10040 Credits: 5
Earth, Environment and Society
Planet Earth is a complex interconnected system in which human activities 

can have disproportionate and unintended impacts. The effect of human 

activities on the `health’ of our planet is now a major concern globally, not 

only to scientists, but also to economists and policymakers.



182

School of Mathematics 
and Statistics
UCD School of Mathematics and Statistics is ranked in the top 1% in the world 

for both the subjects of Mathematics and Statistics (in the QS World University 

Rankings by Subject 2016). 

The School is the largest of its kind in Ireland and offers the greatest choice of 

programmes at undergraduate, masters and PhD level, reflecting the ubiquity 

of the mathematical sciences in the modern world.
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Autumn Trimester 
(September to December)

Module code: ACM10090 Credits: 5
Climate Change: Causes and Consequences
This module is for everyone with an interest in climate change! We know that 

the Earth’s climate is changing. However, there are often conflicting stories 

about how and why this is happening. What is right? How do we know?

Module code: MATH00030 Credits: 5
Access Mathematics I
The objective of this course is to give a grounding in a wide variety of 

Mathematical techniques and concepts which will be needed when students 

take MATH00040, Mathematics for Engineering - Mathematics 2, in the 

second trimester.

Module code: MATH10310 Credits: 5
Calculus for Science
This module is an introduction to differential calculus and its applications, 

assuming no prior knowledge of the topic. Introduction to functions and 

their graphs: linear functions, quadratics, higher degree polynomials, rational 

functions.

Module code: STAT10010 Credits: 5
Research Methods
This module is aimed at students who are NOT studying a degree with a 

significant statistics content but would like to get some exposure to the 

basic concepts of data collection and analysis.
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Spring Trimester 
(January to May)

Module code: MATH00040 Credits: 5
Access Mathematics II
The objective of this course is to build on the course MATH00030, Access to 

Science, Engineering and Agriculture - Mathematics 1, which students took in 

the first trimester.

Module code: MATH10290 Credits: 5
Linear Algebra for Science
This module gives a comprehensive introduction into basic linear-algebraic 

structures and methods. It covers linear systems, algebra of matrices and 

analytic geometry in up to three dimensions.

Individual module details are subject to change. 

Full, up-to-date information is available at www.ucd.ie/openlearning
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School of Physics
The study of physics is basically the study of how the universe works. Here in 

the School of Physics in UCD we are home to a dynamic, international group 

of researchers studying everything from the stars in the sky, to atoms in the 

lab; from large biomolecules to subatomic particles; from radiation in the 

environment to medical physics in the hospital. 

We offer undergraduate degrees in Physics, Physics with Astronomy and 

Space Science, and Theoretical Physics as well as taught Masters degrees in 

Computational Physics, Nano-technology and Space Science.
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Autumn Trimester 
(September to December)

Module code: PHYC10050 Credits: 5
Astronomy & Space Science
We live in a golden age of astronomy. This module provides an introduction 

to astronomy, from the earliest theories through to the most current 

scientific knowledge of the universe. Topics include the solar system, 

extrasolar planets, the sun, stars and their evolution, and black holes.

Module code: PHYC10070 Credits: 5
Foundations of Physics
This module provides an introduction to fundamental concepts in physics. It 

is intended both for students who have studied physics in school, and those 

who are new to the subject. This module introduces classical mechanics, 

Newton’s laws, momentum, work and energy.

Module code: PHYC10210 Credits: 5
Quanta, Particles & Relativity
This module provides a thorough introduction to the Theory of Special 

Relativity and its application to laboratory and astrophysical problems. 

Galilean invariance and inertial frames of reference are introduced.
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Spring Trimester 
(January to May)

Module code: PHYC10080 Credits: 5
Frontiers of Physics
This module introduces Einstein’s theory of Special Relativity and the basis 

for the theory of Quantum Mechanics, with applications in atomic, nuclear 

and particle physics. The Lorentz Transformations are derived and used to 

explain length contraction and time dilation.

Module code: PHYC10200 Credits: 5
Conceptual Physics
What have iPads got to do with quantum mechanics? What are the real 

dangers of nuclear reprocessing at Sellafield? Is radiation always bad for 

your health? What is energy and the science behind global warming? Is there 

a law against making a black hole in the lab?

Module code: PHYC10250 Credits: 5
Thermal Physics and Materials
Thermal Physics is concerned with the study of the properties of systems 

containing a large number of particles. Materials physics is concerned with 

describing the mechanical properties of bulk objects.

Module code: PHYC20040 Credits: 5
Exploring the Solar System
The physical properties of the solar system and its contents, along with the 

orbital dynamics necessary for solar system exploration by manned and 

unmanned spacecraft, are the major topics of this module.

Individual module details are subject to change. 

Full, up-to-date information is available at www.ucd.ie/openlearning
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